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Prayer 

Would you bow together with me?  Father, thank You so much for Your grace and Your mercy.  You are 

so good and You are so wonderful.  We praise You for Your great love for us, that You demonstrated in 

sending Your Son to die for us wretched sinners who do deserve Your wrath.  But yet because of Your 

grace and Your mercy, You poured it out on Your Son.  Father, thank You that You are the One Who 

intervenes in our lives to reveal Yourself, to reveal Your Son, the only Savior.  And Father I just praise 

You for Your faithfulness that when You draw us into Your family, You not only bring us life but You 

continue to nurture us and grow us in the grace and knowledge of Your son.  Father thank You for Your 

Word.  It’s so wonderful to have an opportunity to share it, and I pray You would give me the wisdom 

and ability, Lord God, to deliver Your Word that You may be glorified.  And I pray that each and every 

one of us would not dishonor You or arrogantly stay in sin and try to understand Your Word.  I pray we 

would set aside all wickedness and all malice and all that remains – that we would confess our sin and 

receive Your Word implanted.  Thank You for this time; we praise You for an opportunity to come 

together and worship You, and we pray that would be what is done now as Your Word is proclaimed.  I 

pray it in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

Sermon 

Well some of you know and some of you don’t know that I used to be a pilot.  And one of the things 

that I did when I was a pilot is I would study airline crashes.  Not for the morbid interest, but seeing 

what might be done differently so I might be a better pilot in case I was brought into the same type of 

situations.  And many of you know- if you don’t know, you’ll find out- that USR plane that crashed this 

last week, those people on there came within an inch or centimeter of losing their lives.  As a pilot I 

know that was truly a miracle, I mean there’s the clichés on TV – the miracle in the Hudson.  Well it was 

really, truly was a miracle.  That was amazing that the plane didn’t break up and go down right away 

and many people would have died.  Or if it had been at a different time, it would have full fuel that 

would have gone into the sea.  Those people were brought to the inch of death, just to the closeness of 

dying.  And some of them realized it.  You see their interviews on TV, and some of them don’t seem to 

realize it, which is kind of sad.  If you noticed in the beginning, the very first news reports that came 

out, people were saying everyone was praying, and then as more people talked the prayer talks kind of 

subsided.  And now it’s more about “how lucky we were” and things like that.   

But why do I bring this up?  Because God is gracious, and He spared their lives.  He could have allowed 

them to perish very easily and He spared their lives.  And often the Lord allows catastrophes and 

calamities to wake us up and to get our attention.    And if you’re a true believer, He’s going to do that 

because He disciplines the ones He loves.  But He also allows calamities to come upon people, as we 

will see, to wake them up hopefully to understand their sinfulness and their need for a Savior.  And 

today we are beginning a series in the book of Jonah, and I’m thoroughly excited because what we see 

is because of Jonah’s sin, a calamity brought upon him and upon a group of sailors.  And we see all of 

them brought to within an inch of their life being taken.  And we see what God does in the midst of 

this, with a prodigal prophet and a group of pagan sailors.  But beyond that there are so many 
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wonderful truths in the book of Jonah.  And so we’re going to be looking at the book of Jonah today, 

and I think we need to recognize that we deserve God’s wrath.  We deserve that, but God was gracious 

and poured it out.  And He is giving you time, just as He gave Jonah and He gave the sailors time, to 

acknowledge the living God.  So we’re going to be looking at the book of Jonah for the next few weeks, 

Lord willing. 

So if you’d turn in your Bibles to the book of Jonah.  And we made a decision with the children’s 

ministry to keep the older kids in here, because I believe so often all so many children know about the 

book of Jonah is the big fish!  That’s all they remember, and often there are those of us that all that we 

think about is a big fish.  But even non-believers, if you ask them about the book of Jonah, that’s 

probably what they’re going to share.  And that’s true, there is a big fish in the book of Jonah, but that’s 

not what the book is about.  The book is not about a big fish.  As we’re going to see, the book is about a 

compassionate God and about a prophet who is so unlike God.   

And I believe as we go through the book of Jonah, maybe we’re going to see where we are unlike God, 

where God might be working in our hearts.  First of all, we may not be saved.  I know I’m saved, but you 

may not be saved.  You may be like those Phoenician sailors that God may be knocking on your heart 

through His Word.  Or you may be like Jonah.  You may know what God says and you may be 

deliberately disobeying.  And I guarantee God will bring storms in your life because His Word says He 

will discipline the ones He loves.  And it’s my prayer as we go through the book of Jonah that we 

discover from the Word of God how we are unlike God so that we can confess that and become, by His 

power and strength, more like the Lord Jesus Christ. 

So if you’d turn with me in your Bibles, we’re going to begin our study in the book of Jonah.  Now I’m 

thoroughly excited about the study I’ve done so far in the book of Jonah.  As I’ve shared briefly, it’s so 

much more than a big fish story.  And today we’re going to take an overview.  We’re going to first of all 

look at the historical context, you’ll see on your notes a little portion for that.  Then we’re going to go 

to the back side of your notes, and we’re going to go through the book of Jonah together, verse by 

verse, on a broad overview.  And then we’re going to come back and finish our time together and look 

at Jonah, who he is in light of the Word of God.  And it’s my prayer that this look at Jonah today might 

convict us if we are like him, and that we might humbly come before the Lord God and repent of our 

sin, be corrected and changed, and made more like Christ.   

Ok, so first of all, let’s get started and look at the context of the book of Jonah.  When we start a book 

we really need to know the context.  And this one is really rooted in history.  And so we really need to 

look at it.  We’re not going to stay there, because most of the history is not the Word of God.  But the 

history we get from the Word of God can edify and build us up.  But we’re going to move on from that 

history to the actual text.  But first of all, we’re going to take a look at the historicity of Jonah.  Now 

there are all sorts of ideas concerning the book of Jonah.  There are many unbelievers and many make-

believers, more specifically those unbelieving scholars who appear on PBS and the history channel, who 

being devoid of the Spirit of God, interpret the Word of God via their own wisdom.  And ultimately, 

because they are unsaved and deceitfully say in arrogant fashion, “It is too fanciful to be a true story.”  
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Now there are others who see it as an allegory.  They say, “Yes, it’s God’s Word.  It conveys spiritual 

truth.  Maybe it’s a parable that gives us good Biblical information.”  But I believe we’ll see today from 

the Word of God that these also are in serious error and very serious error, because when they declare 

these things, they are messing with the Word of God.  And I believe we’re going to see today from the 

Word of God that this is a true story.  And it was intended by the Spirit of God to reveal a true story.   

Jonah chapter 1; we’re going to start in verse 1.  And for you kids - Obadiah, Jonah, Micah.  Go find 

Obadiah, go around those small prophets there.  Jonah chapter 1.   

1The word of the LORD came to Jonah the son of Amittai saying, 2 "Arise, go to 

Nineveh the great city, and cry against it, for their wickedness has come up before 

Me." 3But Jonah…(we’re going to see that a lot here- “But Jonah.”  And we need to 

think about it for us.  “But you…but I…”  When we hear the Word of God, how do we 

respond?) 3 But Jonah rose up to flee to Tarshish from the presence of the LORD. So he 

went down to Joppa, found a ship which was going to Tarshish, paid the fare, and 

went down into it to go with them to Tarshish from the presence of the LORD. 4 And 

the LORD hurled a great wind on the sea and there was a great storm on the sea so 

that the ship was about to break up. [Jonah 1:1-4] 

We’re going to look more at this as we look at the first chapter next week.  But I want to talk about the 

historicity of Jonah.  This book starts out with the phrase, “The Word of the Lord came to.”  And we 

have that also in chapter 3 verse 1, when it comes to him again when he finally is turned enough to 

desire to be obedient, at least reluctantly I believe.  “The Word of the Lord”- it’s a standard phrase used 

by God when He is speaking to His servants and prophets.  “The Word of the Lord came to” – it’s used 

over ninety times in the Old Testament.  And an interesting note, this phrase is never used in the 

context of a parable or a metaphor.  It is always used in the context of reality, when God is speaking to 

a prophet or servant and declaring His Word to them.   That is the first clue, I believe, that shows us 

that Jonah is real.  Jonah is not a parable.  “The Word of the Lord came to Jonah.”  Real time event.  

And certainly as you read through Jonah, besides the supernatural storm and the big fish and the plant 

and the worm, it really does lay forth as a factual story right?  It really does.   

Now it’s important to note that Scripture affirms in other places that Jonah was a real prophet.  And 

you can turn with me to 2 Kings chapter 14.  And we’re going to look at two verses there, and this is 

speaking of Jeroboam the second, the king.  And you certainly don’t want this said about you, but he 

starts out this way.  And God doesn’t miss a beat by the way.   

24 And he did evil in the sight of the LORD; he did not depart from all the sins of 

Jeroboam the son of Nebat, (That’s Jeroboam the first.) which he made Israel sin.  

(Not a good thing to be causing other people to sin.)   25 He restored the border of 

Israel from the entrance of Hamath as far as the Sea of the Arabah, according to the 

word of the LORD, the God of Israel, which He spoke through (Here we go…) His 
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servant Jonah the son of Amittai, the prophet, who was of Gath-hepher. [2 Kings 

14:24-25] 

Jonah was a real guy.  Jonah was a real guy.  But some would say, “OK Jonah is a real guy, but this is still 

a metaphor.  It’s still a story.” 

Well turn with me to Matthew chapter 12.  And we’re going to look at verses 38-41.  And this is when 

some scribes and Pharisees come to Jesus and they want signs; they want Him to perform stuff and do 

things.  “Jews search for a sign.”   

38Then some of the scribes and Pharisees answered Him, saying, "Teacher, we want 

to see a sign from You."  (Boy it sounds like a lot of churches these days.) 39 But He 

answered and said to them, "An evil and adulterous generation craves for a sign; and 

yet no sign shall be given to it but the sign of Jonah the prophet;”  (Now He’s going to 

explain about Jonah the prophet.) 40“ for just as Jonah was three days and three nights 

in the belly of the sea monster, so shall the Son of Man be three days and three nights 

in the heart of the earth.”  (Here Jonah is a type and an illustration of what Christ 

would be in His death, in the ground.  And now here we have the factual account from 

the Lord Jesus Christ.)  “41The men of Nineveh shall stand up with this generation at 

the judgment, and shall condemn it…”  (Now there’s a judgment by the way.  And the 

men of Nineveh are going to stand up and condemn it.  Why?) “…because they 

repented at the preaching of Jonah; and behold, something greater than Jonah is 

here.”  [Matthew 12:38-41] 

Christ Himself was there.  Jesus Christ Himself, God in the flesh, the Lord God, the Son of God, the 

Christ – says that Jonah is an actual true event.  He declares the men of Nineveh repenting will stand up 

at the judgment at the preaching of Jonah.  Matthew 16, I’ll just share this.  He says it again to them.     
4 “An evil and adulterous generation seeks after a sign; and a sign will not be given it, except the sign 

of Jonah.” 

They want signs and wonders, but the sign that you’re going to see is that Christ dies and rises from the 

dead.  That’s the most important thing. 

Then we have a parallel in passage in Luke 11.  I am not going to read the whole thing, but it’s really 

parallel to what we saw in Matthew.  Luke 11:32, He says, 32 “The men of Nineveh shall stand up with 

this generation at the judgment and condemn it, because they repented at the preaching of Jonah.” 

We see the same thing.  Jesus Christ, God in flesh, declared the truth of Jonah not to be a metaphor, 

not to be some type of parable, but to be the absolute truth.  It is a true story.  “The Word of the Lord 

came to Jonah.”  Jesus mentions the preaching of Jonah, He mentions the repentance of the Ninevites, 

who will stand up in the judgment against the wicked Pharisees who rejected Christ.  And now I tell you 

right now, if after reading (maybe you’ve never read it), if after reading Matthew and Luke, and if after 

hearing the Lord Jesus Himself declaring the historicity of Jonah – if you, like the unbelieving scholars 
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who know those passages, do not believe it as true, I would ask you to examine yourself to see if you’re 

in the faith.  I would ask you to examine yourself to see if you’re really saved.  And I’ll tell you why. 

After hearing the Lord Jesus’ words, if you don’t believe it’s true, I don’t believe you’re saved.  And I say 

that not because of my own wisdom but because of the Word of God.  John chapter 10, verse 24:  

24 The Jews therefore gathered around Him, and were saying to Him, “How long will 

You keep us in suspense? If You are the Christ, tell us plainly.”  25 Jesus answered 

them, “I told you, and you do not believe;” (The issue is faith.) “the works that I do in 

My Father's name, these bear witness of Me.  26 But you do not believe,” (And here’s 

why…) “because you are not of My sheep.”   [John 10:24-26] 

If you’ve heard the truth from Christ concerning Jonah and you don’t believe it, I would examine 

yourself.  He goes on:    

27 “My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me;  28 and I give 

eternal life to them, and they shall never perish; and no one shall snatch them out of 

My hand.”  [John 10:27-28] 

Well that’s true; we see that the Lord’s sheep hear His voice.  And when someone says, “I don’t believe 

Genesis; I don’t believe this,” – now I’m not saying, “I don’t understand…” that’s different.  But when 

they say, “I don’t believe this…” I immediately think about sharing the Gospel with them because that’s 

what they need. 

1 John 4:6.  The apostle John speaking of the apostles, those who felt and touched the Lord Jesus and 

were in His presence.   6 We are from God; he who knows God listens to us (the apostles); he who is 

not from God does not listen to us.  (Matthew, John, those apostles, Paul, those ones who wrote the 

Word of God.  They wrote the Word of God, the foundation of the church.  The apostles and prophets.)  

…he who is not from God does not listen to us.  By this we know the spirit of truth and the spirit of 

error. [1 John 4:6] 

If you don’t believe the Word of God, you’re not from God.  It’s because you can’t understand it 

because your heart hasn’t been changed.  And so I’m telling you right now, if you don’t believe Jonah is 

true, you are going against the Word of Christ.  And I would examine yourself to see if you’re in the 

faith.  I really would.  That’s the test.  If you keep saying, “Well, I just can’t believe it,” folks, I would 

examine your heart.  And God is a good God!  And I believe as we go through the Word of God and 

Jonah, He’s going to convict your heart concerning your state and convict our hearts concerning our 

walk with the Lord.  So I believe absolutely, 100% that Jonah is a true account, a true story, that we’re 

going to see relayed for us.  And it is a blessing and it will be a wonderful blessing to go through it.  It’s 

not a parable.  It’s not a metaphor.  And those who say so are wrong.  And those who say so, I believe, 

are not saved, by Jesus’ words.          
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Ok so that’s the historicity of Jonah.  Secondly, Israel at the time of Jonah.  We’re going to look at the 

nation of Israel.  We need to know how Israel got to this point in this nation’s history.  And I want to 

give you a little overview of Israel and how they got to this point in Jonah.  And I’m going to start back a 

little bit. 

In Genesis, God created Adam and Eve.  That’s how far back I’m going to go.  And in His own image, in 

His own image, He created them and they were blessed.  But Adam sinned, disobeying God, listening to 

the voice of his deceived wife; and sin entered into the human race.  And man lost God’s blessing and 

now lives in the midst of a cursed world going back to the ground in death.  But God always had a plan 

to redeem and restore mankind.  And it would be through Eve’s seed, Jesus Christ, that Satan and sin 

would be crushed forever.  And in Genesis we see this plan taking shape as God calls Abraham and 

makes an everlasting covenant with him.  Revealing the Gospel through him, that through his seed 

(singular) or his descendent, all the nations would be blessed.  It is through Christ that blessing would 

come back in.  I’m not talking about a car blessing, or an airplane blessing, or stuff blessing.  I’m talking 

about a relationship with the living God.  And as we follow his descendants, Abraham’s descendants, 

Isaac then Jacob (renamed Israel), we see the nation of Israel born in his sons.  And God sovereignly 

fulfills His Word to Abraham, bringing Jacob and Joseph’s brothers to Egypt.  There they would multiply 

and be enslaved and oppressed for 400 years.   

Now at this point I want to share a few things in a brief timeline from that point. 

In 1445 B.C., after about 400 hundred years or so of oppression, we have the Exodus of the children of 

Israel from Egypt.  And at Sinai in the desert, God made a conditional covenant with Israel, giving them 

the Law.  Then there were 40 years in the wilderness because of unbelief, and the events at Kadesh-

Barnea, where that first generation did not believe God and God disciplined them to death in the 

desert.  Then in 1405 B.C. on the plains of Moab, Moses reinstates the Law.  Deuteronomy, the second 

law, Deutoronomos.  And we see in chapter 28:30, the covenant blessings and cursings declared.  

Blessings if Israel would obey.  Cursing if they did not obey.  Now it’s important to note, Moses made it 

clear that Israel would be severely disciplined and expelled from the land if they disobeyed God.  That 

promised land.  And this was the rallying cry of the pre-Exilic, the prophets before the exile, “Repent or 

you will be judged!”  Now after Moses died, Joshua was commissioned; and the Lord led the conquest, 

the 45 year conquest of the land through Joshua.  And it is here we see that the Israelites did not fully 

obey the Lord the first point.  They did not drive out the inhabitants of the land completely.   

And Judges reveals that this sin led to their ever-sinning spiral, as everyone did what was right in their 

own eyes.  Around 1095 B.C., in 1 Samuel 8, it reveals that Israel continued to sin as they demanded a 

king.  Thus rejecting the Lord as their King; and God gives them their desire, and they get Saul.  And this 

begins a 490 year kingdom period.  A period in which David would follow Saul as king and God would 

make an everlasting covenant with David in 2 Samuel 7.  16Your house and your kingdom shall endure 

before forever.  Your throne shall be established forever. [2 Sam. 7:16] 
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That covenant that is fulfilled in Christ as the King.  Now David’s son Solomon became king.  And 

because David’s hands were bloody, Solomon built the splendid house for the Lord, the temple.  Yet 

Solomon sinned and went after many women and followed their Gods, 1 Kings 11.  And because of 

Solomon’s sin, after he died, God divided the kingdom – northern and southern.  The northern ten 

tribes and the southern two tribes (Judah and Benjamin) – two kingdoms.  And every Scripture 

concerning the northern kingdom reveals all their kings were wicked.  The northern kingdom called 

“Israel” and the southern kingdom called “Judah.”  All the kings were wicked.  And in Judah, there were 

very few kings who were godly, a few exceptions. 

Now it’s during this time of the divided kingdom we come to the point where we come to Jonah.  

Scripture reveals that Jonah was around the time during the northern king Jeroboam the second’s 

reign.  That’s in that 2 Kings passage, 14:23-29.  And Jeroboam the king reigned from 793 B.C. to 758 

B.C.  We’re going the other direction.  793 to 758 B.C.  So Jonah was written sometime during that 

latter 8th century.  But it’s important to realize, I’m going to go past Jonah now and take us to the exile, 

so we know where it is in relationship to that.  It’s important to note that Jonah, those in the northern 

kingdom, were only about one generation from being exiled, in which God would use the Assyrians to 

come up and pour out His wrath in 722 B.C.  And the northern kingdom was taken into a brutal 

captivity by the Assyrians.   Those same Assyrians that we’ll see in the book had their capital in 

Nineveh.  Now the southern kingdom of Judah remained (but yet with a little sparkle here and there –

Josiah), but ultimately sinning.  As we saw from our study in the book of Ezekiel, beginning in 605 B.C. 

and ending in 586 B.C. with the destruction of Jerusalem, they had their final exile to Babylon.  

Northern kingdom 722, southern kingdom 586.  And if you were with us when we went through the 

book of Ezekiel, we saw in Ezekiel chapter 20 – and you can go back and look at that – that God was 

displeased with Israel all the time!  He says in that chapter of Ezekiel 20 that He wanted to destroy 

them while they were in Egypt.  But He didn’t for His name’s sake.  He wanted to destroy them when 

they were in the desert.  But He didn’t because of His name’s sake.  He wanted to destroy them in the 

land.  But He didn’t because of His name’s sake.  Israel was sinning and spiraling the whole time, and 

Jonah is towards the end of that spiral – only a generation away from the nation of Israel, the ten tribes 

of the northern nation going into exile.  We need to understand that context of where Israel is at when 

Jonah is prophesying. 

 

Now let’s take a look at 2 Kings 14 as we read before.  It will kind of give us insight into Israel at that 

time.  2 Kings 14:23, I’ll read this for you.  He says,  

23And in the fifteenth year of Amaziah the son of Joash, king of Judah, Jeroboam the 

son of Joash, king of Israel became king in Samaria  (That’s the northern kingdom.) and 

reigned forty-one years.  (That’s the time of Jonah.)  24 And he did evil in the sight of 

the LORD; he did not depart from all the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, which he 

made Israel sin.  [2 Kings 14:23-24] 
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Now it goes on to say that the borders were enlarged based on God’s answering Jonah’s prophecy.  

Even though they were sinning and spiraling, God was gracious to them and for a momentary moment, 

God allowed them to gain back some of their territory for a little bit, based on Jonah’s prophecy.  But as 

we know, Israel would continue to spiral.  They certainly would not respond to Jonah and his preaching, 

and ultimately we see they were taken captive in 722 B.C.   

Jonah was a prophet in the time of Israel’s history when they were deeply entrenched in sin and close 

to exile, on the road to discipline.  They’re on the road to discipline.  Just remember that; they are 

getting close.  God’s patience had run out and it was almost that time where He would allow a brutal 

nation to take away His people, violently and murderously.   

But what about Nineveh at the time of Jonah?  We need to understand that too as we look at the book 

of Jonah.  We’re going to see that Nineveh and the Assyrians were wicked and violent and not on the 

road to discipline, but on the road to judgment.  Wicked and violent and on the road to judgment.  So 

we’ve got Israel, God’s people, on the road to discipline.  We’ve got Nineveh and the Assyrians on the 

road to judgment.  And that’s the two camps you’re in right now, right?  That’s why Jonah is such an 

amazing book. 

Now back to the history of the Ninevites, and we’ll go back to Genesis also.  Genesis 10:12 reveals that 

Nineveh was originally built by Nimrod.  Now Nimrod, that same passage which you can look up 

later…Don’t name your kid Nimrod, by the way.  And if you did, you can change his name!  Nimrod was 

the great-grandson of Noah.  The great-grandson of Noah.  And the Scripture says he was a mighty 

warrior.  But evidently we see he was a wicked man also.  In verse 10 it says, The beginning of his 

kingdom was Babel.  And then in chapter 11 we see the Tower of Babel, where man rebels against the 

Lord to make a name for themselves; and in absolute pride, disobeying God.  Nimrod was most likely 

leading that; that was the beginning of his kingdom.  And Nimrod founded many cities; one of them 

was Nineveh.  Now in the book of Micah, chapter 5-6, Assyria is actually referred to as “the land of 

Nimrod.”  The Land of Nimrod.  And Assyria and Babylon and all those areas that held that land 

certainly followed in Nimrod’s footsteps as they were pagan nations, rejecting God.  Now the ruins of 

Nineveh are around the modern Iraqi town of Monsul.  And we probably would have never known 

about it except for the Iraq war.  Right around that area you can find the actual ruins of Nineveh in the 

area of Monsul, Iraq.  And from our book, the book of Jonah, we see that it was an exceedingly great 

city, a three day’s walk.  Think about how far you’d have to go if you were walking for three days.  

That’s a long way!  I mean, that’s not the diameter of the city walls; that was all the suburbs, that was 

everything.  It would take you three days to walk through Nineveh.  Exceedingly great city.  That’s a big 

city!   

And in the end of Jonah we see that there were one hundred and twenty thousand infants (chapter 4), 

or small children.  Those that don’t know their right hand from their left hand.  We have a little girl, 

Juliana, she doesn’t know her right hand from her left hand.  She’s only two years old.  There were one 

hundred and twenty thousand small children and animals, which probably meant there were over a 

half a million people, right?  It was a big city with a lot of people.  A lot of people.  Now at the time of 
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Jonah, Nineveh was the capital of the Assyrian empire.  The king resided in Nineveh and the Assyrians 

were the dominant world power during Jonah’s time.   

Now what kind of people were these Assyrians?  Were they really nice guys?  If you’re chuckling, you 

know they weren’t.  Historians have noted the brutality of the Assyrians.  And I could read stuff, and 

you can do a search on the internet about Assyrian brutality, and all sorts of stuff would come up.  You 

know, how they would take the skulls of the people, how they slaughtered and piled them up.  They 

were just very, very, very violent.  Now I don’t need to look on the internet to know they were violent, 

because God’s Word declares they were violent.  And even the Ninevites themselves declare they were 

a violent people.  Now in the book of Nahum, which was written during the reign of Manasseh, 695 

B.C., we’re looking one hundred or so years later, it is the oracle or prophecy against Nineveh.  And 

there we see kind of why God is so upset at Nineveh.  Kind of a picture why. 

If you want to turn up a little bit in your Bibles to Nahum, just a couple pages.  Keep going up there, 

probably ten or fifteen pages.  And look at chapter three.  This is the oracle against Nineveh and here’s 

what God says about them.  This is about one hundred years later, so they probably hadn’t changed 

very much.  He says,  

1Woe to the bloody city! (Woe to the bloody city!  And a woe from God means 

judgment is imminent.  You’re going to be judged.)  Woe to the bloody city, completely 

full of lies and pillage.  (Sounds like Satan right?  He’s a murderer and a liar, right?  

They’re just like their father the devil, aren’t they?)  Her prey never departs.  2The noise 

of the whip, the noise of the rattling of the wheel, Galloping horses, And bounding 

chariots!  3 Horsemen charging, Swords flashing, spears gleaming, Many slain, a mass 

of corpses, and countless dead bodies-- They stumble over the dead bodies!  4 All 

because of the many harlotries of the harlot, the charming one, the mistress of 

sorceries, who sells nations by her harlotries And families by her sorceries.  5 “Behold, I 

am against you,” declares the LORD of hosts; “And I will lift up your skirts over your 

face, and show to the nations your nakedness And to the kingdoms your disgrace.  6 I 

will throw filth on you and make you vile, and set you up as a spectacle.  7 And it will 

come about that all who see you will shrink from you and say, ‘Nineveh is 

devastated!’”  [Nahum 3:1-7] 

Now Nineveh was destroyed in the latter portion of the 600’s B.C.  Completely destroyed, this great 

city, and God brought forth the prophecy of this on them because of their violence and their sorceries.  

They weren’t just violent and wicked and liars – they spread that to the nations!  And God judges them 

for it. 

But we also see in the book of Jonah that the Ninevites were wicked.  And we need to understand this 

because Jonah knows the Ninevites are wicked, right?  He knows how wicked they are and that may be 

a motivation, maybe, in terms of how he responds to them.  We’ll see.  “1The word of the LORD came 
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to Jonah the son of Amittai saying, 2 ‘Arise, go to Nineveh the great city, and cry against it, for their 

wickedness has come up before Me.’" [Jonah 1:1-2] 

God doesn’t miss a beat.  Their wickedness is before the Lord and He’s calling out, as we see later on, 

He’s going to call out judgment.  And He’s going to destroy them if they don’t repent.  Now the 

Ninevites themselves also declare their own wickedness in their repentance.  And that’s when you 

know someone is really repentant – when they talk about their own wickedness in shame.  Chapter 3, 

let’s look at that for a minute.  Jonah chapter 3.  This is when Jonah became reluctant, and he went and 

did what God said after he got spewed out of the fish – and we’ll look at that later.  Jonah 3:4, and 

we’re looking at the Ninevites here.  

 4 Then Jonah began to go through the city one day's walk; and he cried out and said, 

“Yet forty days and Nineveh will be overthrown.” 5 Then the people of Nineveh 

believed in God; (and that’s just a wonderful statement!  I can’t wait until we get there.) 
5 Then the people of Nineveh believed in God;  (Now what did that faith look like?  

What did that faith look like?  He says here…) and they called a fast and put on 

sackcloth (sackcloth was a sign of shame and humility) from the greatest to the least of 

them. 6 When the word reached the king of Nineveh, he arose from his throne, laid 

aside his robe from him, covered himself with sackcloth, and sat on the ashes. 7 And he 

issued a proclamation and it said, “In Nineveh by the decree of the king and his nobles: 

Do not let man, beast, herd, or flock taste a thing. Do not let them eat or drink water. 8 

But both man and beast must be covered with sackcloth; and let men call…” (on 

multiple gods?  No.  He says here…) “…let men call on God earnestly that each may 

turn from his wicked way and from the violence which is in his hands.”  [Jonah 3:4-7] 

They were a violent people and when they repented, they declared that violence.  This is a violent 

society.  Violent.  “Woe to you bloody city!”  And that wickedness had come up before the Lord, so the 

Lord as we will see, calls Jonah to proclaim their judgment. 

Now it’s interesting on a side note – I’m just going to share a little bit of history we have here – history 

records that Nineveh had a plague in 765 B.C., a solar eclipse in 763 and a plague in 759.  Maybe God 

was using some other means too to work on their hearts, because He was allowing these things to 

happen in the same time that Jonah was talking to them. 

Ok, so with that said – Israel spiraling in sin; even though they were God’s people, they were on the 

way to discipline.  The Ninevites were on the way to judgment.  And we see God brings about this book, 

which addresses both.  And I pray that we will be blessed by it.   

Ok so at this point, I want to turn to the back.  Usually we go through verse by verse, and we’ll start 

that next week.  But I want to go through an overview of the book of Jonah.  So you’ve got your sheets 

on the back there that give you a kind of outline that I made.  This outline will change as we go along, 

as you study it, you go, “Well that doesn’t seem right.”  Change it, as you study the Word of God.  I 
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want to go through, and we’re going to walk through the book of Jonah to get a brief overview 

together.  And then we’re going to look at Jonah himself, and we’ll be done today. 

Ok so the book of Jonah, chapter 1.  I believe this first chapter is about a disobedient, unconcerned 

prodigal prophet who is disciplined by God.  That’s what I think is going on in chapter 1.  Jonah 1, we’ve 

already read 1-3.  He’s called by God to rise and go, verse 3, 3 But Jonah rose up to flee to Tarshish 

from the presence of the LORD. So he went down to Joppa, found a ship which was going to Tarshish.  

[Jonah 1:3] 

And we know that right?  He went the other way.  God says, “Do this.”  Jonah went the other way, 

right?  Disobedient prophet.  Now how did God respond to his disobedience?  A calamity – a great 

storm and a big fish.  4 And the LORD hurled a great wind on the sea and there was a great storm on 

the sea so that the ship was about to break up.  [Jonah 1:4] 

This is bad!  This is bad.  Now notice, and this is all for your lives too, that Jonah’s disobedience causes 

collateral damage.  You can’t disobey God and sin, and not have others around your life suffer.  And 

we’re going to see that here with Jonah.  Verse 4 again,  

4 And the LORD hurled a great wind on the sea and there was a great storm on the sea 

so that the ship was about to break up. 5 Then the sailors became afraid, and every 

man cried to his god, and they threw the cargo which was in the ship into the sea to 

lighten it for them.  (This is bad!  The ship is all over the place.)  But Jonah… (again we 

have a “but Jonah.”  Remember those, they’ll be all over the place.)  But Jonah had 

gone below into the hold of the ship, lain down, and fallen sound asleep.  (This is 

amazing.)  6 So the captain approached him and said, “How is it that you are sleeping?”  

(In the circumstances of this ship almost going down, and you’ve got this guy sleeping 

there!  And the captain is baffled.  He said…) “Get up, call on your god. Perhaps your 

god will be concerned about us so that we will not perish."  (They knew what was 

going to happen.  These were seasoned sailors; they were going to perish.)  7 And each 

man said to his mate, “Come, let us cast lots so we may learn on whose account this 

calamity has struck us.” So they cast lots and the lot fell on Jonah.  (God’s providence 

there!)  8 Then they said to him, “Tell us, now! On whose account has this calamity 

struck us? What is your occupation? And where do you come from? What is your 

country? From what people are you?” 9 And he said to them, “I am a Hebrew, and I 

fear the LORD God of heaven who made the sea…”  (Uh oh!  This is a sea problem right 

now, right?  They’re getting tossed all over the place!)  “I fear the LORD God of heaven 

who made the sea and the dry land.”  10 Then the men became extremely frightened 

and they said to him, “How could you do this?”  (Even these non-believing sailors, like 

the Phoenician sailors, got it!  They understood.)  “How could you do this?” For the men 

knew that he was fleeing from the presence of the LORD, because he had told them.  

(Somewhere along the line Jonah had told them, “I’m running from God.”  So they said, 

“How could you do that?”)  11 So they said to him, “What should we do to you that the 



Jonah Overview 
Preached by Greg Lundstedt at Vancouver Bible Fellowship Church on 1/18/2009 

 

12 
 

sea may become calm for us?”-- for the sea was becoming increasingly stormy. 12 And 

he said to them, “Pick me up and throw me into the sea. Then the sea will become 

calm for you, for I know that on account of me this great storm has come upon you.” 

[Jonah 1:4-12]  

Folks, we’ll see this later, but I just can’t believe he just doesn’t repent!  He’d rather die than repent.  

Now we see this collateral damage, we see that sin affects those around us.  And in Jonah’s life, these 

guys are about to die too, they think.  But God uses this calamity to bring salvation in spite of Jonah.  

It’s in spite of Jonah, let’s not use missionary tactics.  “Let’s scare people on the ship so they can get 

saved!”  He used it in spite of Jonah.  Verse 13:  

13 However, the men rowed desperately to return to land but they could not (This is a 

desperate situation.) for the sea was becoming even stormier against them. 14 Then 

they called on the LORD…  (Remember earlier it was each man’s god?  “The Lord” – 

that’s Yahweh.  The Great I Am.  That’s His covenant name.  That’s a name that the Jews 

proclaimed.  Pagans would not know The Lord.)  14 Then they called on the LORD and 

said, “We earnestly pray, O LORD, do not let us perish on account of this man's life and 

do not put innocent blood on us; for Thou, O LORD, hast done as Thou hast pleased.”  

(Wow, you’ve got salvation happening here!)  15 So they picked up Jonah, threw him 

into the sea, and the sea stopped its raging. 16 Then the men feared the LORD greatly, 

and they offered a sacrifice to the LORD and made vows.  (These men got saved!  Now 

Jonah’s overboard right?  What happens?  God appoints a big fish!) 17 And the LORD 

appointed a great fish to swallow Jonah, and Jonah was in the stomach of the fish 

three days and three nights. [Jonah 1:13-17] 

So we have the disobedient, unconcerned prodigal prophet disciplined by God.   

Chapter 2, this disciplined prophet prays from the belly of the fish.  And I believe we see, and we’ll look 

at this more in depth, that we see faith but we don’t see any repentance.  We see nothing like the 

Phoenician sailors.  We see faith, we see the knowledge of truth, the knowledge of God.  But it sure 

seems to lack repentance.  But we’ll study that and see if that’s the case.  And there’s a lot of issues in 

chapter 2 that we have to deal with, which we will get to.  Did Jonah actually pass away?  Did he not?  

Was he alive?  We’ll look at those things when we get there.  But just as an overview here, chapter 2. 

 1Jonah prayed to the LORD his God from the stomach of the fish…  (He’s in the belly, 

ok?  He’s already been swallowed.)  2 and he said…  (Now he’s going to recount his 

prayer when he is not in the fish.)  “I called out of my distress to the LORD, And He 

answered me. I cried for help from the depth of Sheol;”  (That’s like, “I’m dying.”)  

“’Thou didst hear my voice. 3For Thou hadst cast me into the deep, into the heart of 

the seas, and the current engulfed me. All Thy breakers and billows passed over me.  
4So I said, 'I have been expelled from Thy sight. Nevertheless I will look again toward 

Thy holy temple.' 5Water encompassed me to the point of death. The great deep 
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engulfed me, Weeds were wrapped around my head. 6 I descended to the roots of the 

mountains. The earth with its bars was around me forever.” (This is bad. He’s going 

down. He’s drowning right?)  “But Thou hast brought up my life from the pit, O LORD 

my God. 7 "While I was fainting away, I remembered the LORD; and my prayer came to 

Thee, Into Thy holy temple. 8 "Those who regard vain idols forsake their faithfulness, 9 

But I will sacrifice to Thee With the voice of thanksgiving. That which I have vowed I 

will pay. Salvation is from the LORD."  (And we’ll see that when we look at it.  Salvation 

is from God.) 10 Then the LORD commanded the fish, and it vomited Jonah up onto the 

dry land. [Jonah 2:1-10] 

It appears that, the way it’s structured, that this is the third day and he’s remembering his prayer from 

when he’s going down.  And then he prayed and got vomited up from the fish.  So was Jonah ready to 

obey?  I believe so.   

Now Chapter 3 verse 1: 

1 Now the word of the LORD came to Jonah the second time, saying, 2 "Arise, go to Nineveh 

the great city and proclaim to it the proclamation which I am going to tell you."  (“Proclaim 

My words, Jonah!  I’m going to tell you what to say!”)  3 So Jonah arose and went to Nineveh 

according to the word of the LORD.  (That’s a long journey; he did it.  He got up and did it.)  

Now Nineveh was an exceedingly great city, a three days' walk.  4 Then Jonah began to go 

through the city one day's walk; (He’s about a third of the way through.) and he cried out and 

said, "Yet forty days and Nineveh will be overthrown."  [Jonah 3:1-4] 

And then we looked earlier at the Ninevites response – what a tremendous response!  5Then the 

people of Nineveh believed. [Jonah 3:5] They believed!  And we looked at it earlier; we saw their 

repentance in sackcloth and ashes.  We saw the king’s proclamation.  We saw them saying, “Well, 

maybe the Lord will relent.”  There was nothing in Jonah’s proclamation that said God wasn’t going to 

do it, and they just called upon the Lord to relent.  They turned from their wicked ways.  Verse 9: 
9"Who knows, God may turn and relent, and withdraw His burning anger so that we shall not 

perish?" [Jonah 3:9] This is incredible.  They really repent.  As Jesus said, “The men of Nineveh 

repented at the preaching of Jonah.”  And if you’re a true believer, you’re going to see the men of 

Nineveh someday and talk with them.  They repented at the preaching of Jonah. 

Well what does God do?  Verse 10 of chapter 3: 10 When God saw their deeds, that they turned from 

their wicked way…Folks, true repentance calls for turning to God from your wickedness by the way.  

Some people say, “I believe in Jesus; I repented!”  And they go on their way in their sin.  I’m sorry.  I’m 

not saying you don’t struggle.  I’m saying true repentance turns from sin.  Turns to God from sin. 

10 When God saw their deeds, that they turned from their wicked way, then God relented…He didn’t 

do it!  Let me side track for a minute here.  God declares that He will judge all men through Christ.  The 

wages of sin is death and He will pour out His wrath in judgment on you if you do not repent.  How do 

you know if you’ve really repented?  There’s a turning to God from sin.  Turning to God from sin.  And 
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that’s what we see in the Ninevites.  Scripture declares that Christ is the only hope for salvation.  He 

died for your sins.  He took God’s punishment.  He died for your sins and He died for the sins of the 

wicked Ninevites.  If you cry out to Him for salvation, truly recognizing your sin before Him, He will save 

you.  He will save you.  He’s a gracious God.  He will relent from His judgment upon you if you trust in 

Christ.   

So what’s Jonah’s response now?  “Praise the Lord, the Ninevites have repented!”  Is that Jonah’s 

response?  “These wicked men have turned from their wicked ways, they’re no longer wicked!  Those 

things I hated about them, they’re not doing anymore.  Praise the Lord!”  What does Jonah say?  Or 

what happened to Jonah?  1But it greatly displeased Jonah, and he became angry. [Jonah 4:1]   This is 

what throws us off.  Wow!  This guy is messed up!  But maybe he’s like us.  Maybe he’s like us.  And I 

think one of the lessons from this book for Israel, because it was written to Israel ultimately, is that 

they’re unlike God too.  That maybe they’re just like Jonah. 

And maybe some of us are just like Jonah.  Maybe we’re not concerned about God’s work at all.  We 

really don’t care about God’s work, what He’s doing in the body of Christ, bringing people to salvation 

and making them and conforming them to the image of Christ.  Maybe we get displeased when we see 

those things because we’re about our own stuff.  Jonah got angry! 

Now listen here; he prays to God.  It may not be so smart to pray to God in your anger unless you’re 

going to repent.   

2 And he prayed to the LORD and said, "Please LORD, (Listen to this!) was not this what 

I said while I was still in my own country? Therefore, in order to forestall this I fled to 

Tarshish, for I knew that Thou art a gracious and compassionate God, slow to anger 

and abundant in lovingkindness, (Now notice that God is everything opposite of Jonah.  

Jonah is angry and displeased.  God is slow to anger and gracious and compassionate.) 

and one who relents concerning calamity. 3 Therefore now, O LORD, please take my 

life from me, for death is better to me than life." [Jonah 4:2-3] 

Wow this guy’s got a problem, right?  But we’re like him at times, too, aren’t we?  Maybe in different 

ways, and God may be using this to work on us.  Greatly displeased, Jonah.  Now the depressed – this is 

a great lesson on depression, by the way, which comes from anger, by the way, that’s unresolved – the 

depressed, angry prophet is taught a lesson about compassion here.  Notice he says, “…please take my 

life from me, for death is better to me than life."  Now that’s amazing.  Jonah is so unlike God.  He is so 

unlike God.  Apart from God’s intervention, I believe anger driven by selfishness leads to death. 

Folks, God intervened here.  Don’t let the sun go down on your anger.  Don’t give Satan a place.  It’s 

very dangerous for a believer.  You start thinking weird and wrong and twisted, and Jonah’s thinking is 

very twisted here.  He is so unlike God.  And what was the Lord’s response?  4 And the LORD said, "Do 

you have good reason to be angry?" [Jonah 4:4]  A perfect response from a perfect God.  Do you have 

good reason?  The implied answer is “Absolutely not.”  And Jonah keeps silent here; we don’t see a 

response.5 Then Jonah went out from the city and sat east of it. There he made a shelter for himself 
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and sat under it in the shade until he could see what would happen in the city. [Jonah 4:5] A few days 

have gone by, at least three; yet forty days and Nineveh will be destroyed.  At least three days in the 

whale have gone by.  And now he’s sitting there so there’s thirty seven days left, possibly.  And he’s 

going to sit down and wait for God to destroy this city.  So what does the Lord do?  

6 So the LORD God appointed a plant and it grew up over Jonah to be a shade over his 

head to deliver him from his discomfort. And Jonah was extremely happy about the 

plant.  (That’s amazing.)  7 But God appointed a worm when dawn came the next day, 

and it attacked the plant and it withered.  (One more day, now thirty-six days until 

Jonah is destroyed [in Jonah’s heart].)  8 And it came about when the sun came up that 

God appointed a scorching east wind, and the sun beat down on Jonah's head so that 

he became faint and begged with all his soul to die, saying, "Death is better to me 

than life."  9 Then God said to Jonah, "Do you have good reason to be angry about the 

plant?" And he said, "I have good reason to be angry, even to death." [Jonah 4:6-9] 

And it’s really amazing, right?  It’s really amazing, but I believe we’re going to see as we go through this 

that there’s a lot about Jonah that’s like us, that God wants to change.  He wants to change us.  And I 

believe we’re going to see that Jonah changed too.  Now the Lord addresses this by showing that He’s a 

compassionate God.   

10 Then the LORD said, "You had compassion on the plant for which you did not work, 

and which you did not cause to grow, which came up overnight and perished 

overnight. (“You had compassion on something that’s really basically worthless.”)  11And 

should I not have compassion on Nineveh, the great city in which there are more than 

120,000 persons who do not know the difference between their right and left hand, as 

well as many animals?"  [Jonah 4:10-11]  

He’s talking basically about innocent people there and animals.   “Should I not have compassion on 

them?”  And that’s how the book ends, it ends in a question.  The question that reveals God’s great 

compassion and Jonah’s lack of compassion. 

Now that’s a brief overview of Jonah  We ripped through there fast, and Lord-willing we’ll go through 

and really pull it apart and see in depth what we’ve seen already.  And with that I want to close with 

look at the man Jonah, and then next week we’ll go in verse by verse and look at the book.  And I 

believe we need to understand from Scripture what Jonah is like. We’ve already seen it, but he is so 

unlike God.  You can turn back to the other side of your notes, and maybe he is so unlike us.  We are so 

unlike God also. 

Ok so 2 Kings 14.  I already pointed out the fact that Jonah lived during the time of King Rehoboam II, a 

northern king.  And Jonah was a prophet to the Northern Kingdom.  And by the way, he was from the 

region of Gath-hepher.  And just a side note, this totally blows away the wicked Pharisees.  They told 

Jesus, “You are also not from Galilee are you?  Search and see, no prophet arises out of Galilee.”  Well, 

Gath-hepher is in Galilee.  Jonah came from Galilee.  So a little side not there, John 7:52. 
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But what else do we know about Jonah?  I want to go through, just briefly, some points that we’ve 

already seen as we’ve looked through. 

First of all, he knows the Lord.  He knows about the Lord.  He prays, he’s orthodox in doctrine.  His 

doctrine is pretty straight-forward.  He said he’s a Hebrew, verse 9 of chapter 1.  “I fear the Lord God of 

heaven who made the sea and the dry land.”  That’s true right?  That’s right from Genesis, right?  He 

prays in chapter 2, chapter 4, he prays to the Lord.  And in that prayer in chapter 4 it really shows us 

that he knows a lot about God’s character.  Verse 2, he says, “for I knew that Thou art a gracious and 

compassionate God, slow to anger and abundant in lovingkindness, and one who relents concerning 

calamity.”  That’s truth about God. Gracious, compassionate.  And I tell you today, God will relent 

concerning the calamity of your judgment if you repent and trust in Christ.  He’s a gracious God.  He’s a 

gracious God.  Jonah knew about God.  Jonah’s doctrine was sound, yet there was something terribly 

wrong with Jonah.  As we will see, he was laden down with sin.  And folks, when you are laden down 

with sin, what you know about God gets twisted and corrupted and you see it in the wrong light.  And 

we see Jonah was all messed up, even though he knew the truth about God.   

So what else do we know about Jonah, besides he knew the Lord.  First of all, he was first and foremost 

disobedient.  Chapter 1 – “Arise and go, proclaim…”  But Jonah went the other way.  Disobedient!  

Jonah does this.  He’s disobeying God.  Folks, never lighten the consequences of being disobedient to 

God.  It is dangerous and a deadly thing, sometimes.  Maybe some of you are like Jonah.  God, through 

different passages, declares how you are to function.  Jonah was a prophet, he was to go proclaim, that 

was his function for the Lord.  God proclaims to us and the body of Christ what we are to be about.  We 

are to be gathering together, we’re to be growing in the grace and knowledge of the Lord, we’re to be 

proclaiming His excellencies, we’re to be serving one another, we’re not to forsake our assembling 

together…there’s a ton of stuff!  Maybe some of you are like Jonah in that way.  You just say, “God says 

this, but I want to do my own thing.”  Folks, there’s bad stuff coming.  And God loves you, and you need 

to just confess it and do what He says.  Jonah didn’t do that at first.  He was disobedient.  Disobedient. 

Secondly, he was selfish and unconcerned about others.  God hurls this great storm on these guys, and 

Jonah is downstairs sleeping.  And the captain says, “What are you doing down here?”  He’s 

unconcerned about these other people and their possible death, which he knows is his fault.  Folks, this 

is a sign that you’re really deep in sin when you’re sinning and you don’t care about the effect on 

others.  Jonah was like that.  Selfish and unconcerned.  Maybe God is disciplining some of you.  And the 

consequences are affecting others around you.  Maybe it’s a spouse, or children, or whatever it might 

be.  Just confess your sin and get right with the Lord. 

Well we also see Jonah was reluctant to respond to God’s discipline (chapter 3).  We see he does go out 

and preach, right?  We see he does obey reluctantly because (chapter 4) he’s still waiting for God to 

pour out His wrath.  So he’s reluctant.  He’s got reluctant obedience.  He still isn’t right with God, right?  

Even though he’s obeying.  God still works on him, and He wants to work on us too. 
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We also see he was displeased, depressed, and angry.  Chapter 4:1, “But it greatly displeased Jonah, 

and he became angry.”  He wanted to die, he was depressed!  “I’d rather die!”  Right?  Folks, some of 

you might be angry.  And you’re displeased because of your selfish view of life.  Maybe your selfish 

view of God’s work in the church.  Don’t be like Jonah.  Jonah was greatly displeased.  Very selfish and 

it almost brought him to the point of death.  It’s very serious.  Very serious.   

Well Jonah was also stubborn, and he made a shelter for himself and sat under it to see what would 

happen to the city.  Stubborn!  “God’s still going to destroy it.”  I shared earlier Jonah had deadly 

thoughts.  He had deadly thoughts.  Jonah 4:3: "Therefore now, O LORD, please take my life from me, 

for death is better to me than life."  That’s a deadly thought.  That’s an evil thought.  The same thing 

later on in chapter 4.  I just want to say don’t mess around with anger.  The anger of man does not 

achieve the righteousness of God.  And we’ll see this as we go through.  It’s a dangerous, dangerous, 

sinful emotion.  It turns to sin very quickly. “Be angry and yet do not sin.  Do not let the sun go down on 

your...”literally it’s “irritation.”  Do not be irritated by sundown.  You’re going to give Satan a place.  It’s 

dangerous.  Satan sure had a place in Jonah’s life for a while. 

And then lastly we see he lacks true compassion.  Jonah didn’t have compassion for them.  He didn’t 

care at all for their salvation.  He wanted God to zap them.  Folks, we need to really be careful.  And be 

careful what sins we allow.  We need to confess and keep short accounts with God.  Jonah is the 

world’s worst missionary.  God says, “Go!”  He goes the other way.  And we are all ambassadors for 

Christ, and maybe we in some fashion might be like Jonah.  I pray that His Word convicts us. 

But with that in mind, we wonder, “Well what about Jonah?  Did he answer the question?  Was Jonah 

really saved or not?”  Well just to finish up, I believe there’s good news.  I believe Jonah probably did 

respond to God’s discipline.  And there’s a few reasons why. 

Back in our 2 Kings passage, and we’ll close with this, chapter 14, verse 25: “…according to the word of 

the LORD, the God of Israel, which He spoke through His servant Jonah.”  Now in the Old and New 

Testament there’s not a very long list of those Whom the Lord calls “My servant” or “His Servant.”  

Besides Nebuchadnezzar, who ultimately would come to faith, who was used unwittingly by God to 

pour out wrath on His people – we see people called “My servant” or “His servant”, a small list: Job, 

Jacob, Abraham, Moses, Joshua, Caleb, David, Ahijah, Elijah, Isaiah, Hezekiah, Zerubabel, Israel, Jesus 

Himself, and Jonah.  His servant Jonah.  I believe this is one possibility that leads to the fact that maybe 

Jonah did repent.  That Jonah did repent and was eventually obedient.   

Secondly I think that because of the way this book is written it’s obviously autobiographical.  He’s 

speaking of himself.  It’s evident that Jonah wrote the book.  If you’re not repentant, you don’t write a 

book like this, right?  If you’ve got stuff in your life like this, and you haven’t been right with the Lord, 

you’re not going to write this.  And I think Jonah ultimately did respond, and that’s what the Lord wants 

to happen for us.   

So then we’ve seen Jonah is the world’s worst missionary, at least at that time.  We’ve looked at the 

context: Israel was on the spiral to discipline; Nineveh is on the spiral to judgment.  We perused the 
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whole book and we’ve looked at Jonah.  And now may the Lord bless us as we go in depth in the next 

few weeks.   

So what can we gather from this introduction to the book of Jonah? 

First point: If you don’t believe Jonah is a real guy and the story is real, examine yourself because Jesus 

says it is.  And Jesus says, “My sheep hear My voice.”  And He makes it clear that those who don’t hear 

His voice don’t believe.  I’d examine your heart. If you don’t believe it, I’m going to say to you right 

now, the Lord knows your heart but I wonder if you’re saved.  I wonder if you’re saved.  God’s gracious 

to point that out. 

Secondly: For those who don’t believe, judgment is coming.  Judgment is coming.  Calamity is coming.  

But God is a compassionate God who relents.  He’s saying, “It’s coming!”  “It is appointed man once to 

die and then the judgment.”  It is coming.  But God will relent concerning your judgment for your sin if 

you trust in Christ, Who paid the penalty for that sin.  God will relent.  He’s a compassionate, gracious 

God.   

Well what about for us believers?  What can we gather from this introduction?  First of all, you can 

joyfully, willfully, obediently serve the Lord now and receive the temporal blessings and eternal 

rewards by serving a great God or you can go down the difficult road of discipline.  And we’re going to 

see it was difficult.  It’s difficult.   

Secondly, believer, don’t let the sun go down on your anger.  Don’t even be irritated by nighttime.  

Don’t give Satan a place.  It’s very ugly and we see it in the book of Jonah.  It’s very ugly.  Sin is serious.  

Don’t allow sin to control your life, it may take you to death.  And there’s always collateral damage 

around us when we sin.  There’s always other people affected around us when we are disobedient.  

Folks, you need to realize you’re hurting more than just yourself when you choose to disobey the Lord.  

And it may be simple.  God said, “Go preach!” and he goes the other way.  The Word of God says we 

need to be together, we need to be function properly.  Maybe you’re being disobedient in that.  People 

are going to be hurt around you.  Confess it.  God will forgive you.  You’ll be restored. 

Well what about the rest of us who want to follow the Lord, who are keeping short accounts with Him 

when we sin?  What about those of us who desire to be obedient in all things.  It’s my prayer that He 

takes this book and He convicts us of the hidden things we don’t see – that we would grow more into 

the knowledge, the grace and knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ.  That our compassion would grow 

towards those God is compassionate towards.  That we would become, not unlike God, but more like 

God.  Let’s pray. 

Prayer 

Dear Lord, You are so great.  And it’s just so wonderful to start this book.  And I thank You so much for 

all the truth that You have in here.  And I just pray that we would respond, that Your Word would work 

in us.  I pray for anyone here that’s not saved, that You would convict them, that they would be like the 
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Ninevites, Lord God, in their hearts before You.  That they would turn from their wicked ways, perhaps 

You might relent.  And we know Your Word says You will.  And Lord, for those of us who know You, may 

we just grow greatly in the grace and knowledge of Your Son through this book.  Thank you for Your 

Word.  It’s in Your Son’s precious Name that we pray.  Amen. 
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