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How can we know we are saved? Blessed are those who deeply desire Christ 

and His life manifest  

 

Prayer 

Oh gracious Father, how wonderful it is to trust in Your Son, to rely upon Him, to abide in Him, to allow 

Him to work through us. Father, You are so faithful, and You are so good, and we praise You that You 

loved us so much that You would send Your Son to die for our sins, and that He would willingly come to 

take in human flesh, live the perfect life, and then bear our sins in His body on the cross, that we might 

die to sin and live to You. Father thank You so much for the salvation that we have in Christ. And Father, 

I pray as we look in Your Word today, we would long for it, that we might grow in respect to salvation as 

Your Word says, that we might allow Your Word to work mightily in our lives. I pray we would set aside 

all wickedness and malice and sin Lord God, just confess our sin and be right before You so that we 

would not be deluded or forgetful hearers, that we would be clean before You and allow Your Word to 

penetrate our hearts. So Father we thank You for this time, we ask You to bless it, and we pray You 

would be greatly glorified in it now, in Jesus’ name. Amen.  

 

Sermon 

Well I want to ask you, what do you pursue? What do you focus on? What absorbs your thoughts from 

day to day? When you get up in the morning, what do you think about? When you go to bed, what do 

you think about? What do you think about all day? For some of you it’s just getting by, it’s the basic 

tasks. It’s working, it’s school, it may be hobbies or pleasures, or whatever it might be. For some of us 

who are saved , it may be the church thing that people think about, worship music, theology, books, 

serving the poor. What do you pursue in your heart of hearts? What is it that you hunger and thirst for 

on a daily basis?  

Today, I believe, we’re going to see as we look at again the Beatitudes in the Sermon on the Mount, that 

the Lord Jesus Christ graciously confronts those who claim to know Him, yet are in darkness. And He 

encourages those who do know Him by revealing that they are truly blessed. And it is from this 

revelation in God’s Word in the book of Matthew that I believe we are going to see one more element, 

how we can know if we are saved. And the question is, is His character manifest in us? Would you turn 

in your Bibles with me to Matthew 5, and we are in verse 6 today, Matthew 5.  

Now I’m going to give an overview to the book of Matthew here and the portion that we are in, the 

Sermon on the Mount. And so, that overview is going to get less and less each week as we continue on. 

But first all, what we are looking at today is called the Beatitudes; it is one section of what is called the 



Matthew 5:6 
Preached by Greg Lundstedt at Vancouver Bible Fellowship Church on 8/9/2009 

 

2 
 

Sermon on the Mount, which is chapters 5 through 7 in the book of Matthew. And as I shared last week, 

I believe the Beatitudes are verses 3-10, that that’s a complete unit, and that verse 11 is another portion 

that begins as the Lord Jesus goes from “blessed are they”, and then he says “blessed are you.” And so I 

believe the Beatitudes proper are verses 3-10, and that’s what we are focusing on, and we will look at a 

portion today.  

Now the narrow context, if you look in verse 1 of chapter 5, we see Matthew writing, 1 And when He 

(speaking of Jesus) saw the multitudes, He went up on the mountain; and after He sat down, His 

disciples came to Him. 2 And opening His mouth He began to teach them, saying… And as I’ve shared, I 

believe this is not necessarily the Sermon on the Mount. Jesus earlier, it said, that He preached and He 

taught, and here He is teaching. It is the “Teaching on the Mount.” And if you’ll remember in chapter 4, 

we saw that after Jesus had been tempted in the wilderness, He began His preaching and teaching 

ministry in the Galilee area, specifically Capernaum. And He was preaching from that point on, “Repent, 

for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”  

And we saw in chapter 4 that the Lord Jesus called four fishermen unto Himself to follow Him. And these 

fishermen followed Him; they left their businesses and families. But yet in contrast, in the end of chapter 

4 we see the multitudes were following Him also, but they were not following Him for the preaching and 

teaching, they were following Him for the third thing, His healings. And I believe there was a great 

contrast between the multitudes who Jesus said earlier, through Matthew, that they were in great 

darkness, and a great light shined upon them.  

And now verse 1, we see we have our discourse, 1 And when He saw the multitudes, He went up on the 

mountain; and after He sat down, His disciples came to Him. And these are those multitudes I was 

sharing, probably from chapter 4, that wanted to be healed, coming from all over the place. And Jesus 

saw the multitudes, and he started teaching His disciples, but yet at the end of the Sermon on the 

Mount, chapter 7 and the end, we see that the multitudes were amazed at His teaching as He was 

teaching as one with authority.  

Now as I’ve shared the last few weeks, I believe as we study chapters 5 through 7, that the book of 

Matthew in this portion, presents kingdom righteousness presented by the King, which confronts phony 

righteousness, which is really lawlessness. Kingdom righteousness presented by the King which 

confronts phony righteousness, which is really lawlessness. And remember, it is very important as we 

look at this portion between chapters 5 and 7 that the gospel is not presented here. There is no 

revelation concerning Jesus Christ’s death for our sins and raising from the dead. You cannot read the 

Sermon on the Mount and be saved. There is not enough revelation in the Sermon on the Mount to save 

you, the gospel is not proclaimed here. But as we saw in the last few weeks, I believe the Lord’s intent 

was to convict people of their true state before the living God.  

Now who is He teaching to here? We’ve talked about this a lot, and I’m not going to go into detail, three 

weeks ago we went into a large portion of this, of who this portion applies to. But who does this apply 

to? Well specifically, in the context, we have the King of kings coming to His own people the Jews. A 
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people who were in a covenant with Him. They were under the Law at the time, and indeed Jesus was 

born from a woman, under the Law, Galatians 4:4. And there were even references within these three 

chapters towards the Law, chapter 5:17 and 7:12. And God had made a covenant with His people the 

Jewish people through the Law, but the Law was never intended to save, it was a school master to bring 

these Jews to Christ. The Law would never bring about salvation, but would bring about the knowledge 

of sin as we see in Scripture.  

Now the Law should have driven these Jews to their knees, recognizing they were unrighteous, 

spiritually bankrupt. And they should have mourned over their sin, but unfortunately they did not. So 

then, with this revelation, the Jews had the very oracles of God, as Paul would say. They should have 

recognized that they were sinful, they should have looked forward to the promise of redemption in 

Christ, they should understood that all of us like sheep have gone astray, that the Lord would bring 

someone, a Wonderful Counselor, a Might God, the Father of Eternity, the Prince of Peace who would 

bear our sins and be pierced for our transgressions. They should have known that. And Jesus came to His 

own, the Jews in whom everyone would have claimed to have a relationship with the living God, they 

would all say here, that “we are God’s people.” 

And the Lord Jesus is gracious to reveal to them where they really stand with Him. So I believe, the 

Sermon on the Mount, and specifically what we will see today, was teaching by the King to reveal 

whether someone was really in the kingdom or not. And this teaching is primarily focused on the Jews of 

that time, who believed that they were saved by nature of being a Jew. Now although this sermon is 

specifically directed to the Jews, we need to be careful that we don’t make interpretive errors and write 

it off and say it doesn’t apply to us because there are principles here that we will see today that do apply 

to us. And we know that the church are those who will inherit the kingdom of God, we are in the 

kingdom, when you place your faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, we are delivered from the domain of 

darkness and transferred into the kingdom of His beloved Son. And the Jews are not those in whom God 

exclusively relates to in terms of the kingdom, we have Gentile believers who are delivered and 

transferred into the kingdom. We suffer for the kingdom; we are fellow workers of the kingdom of God. 

And those who continue in sin, habitually, will not inherit the kingdom of God. Yes, the King came for 

the Jews, but through the rejection of the Jews of their King, salvation has come to the Gentiles. 

Therefore, I believe as we look at this, there are many principles that are in the Sermon on the Mount 

that really relate to what a changed heart looks like. And all this to say, I believe the Sermon on the 

Mount does apply to the church, although it is rooted in its Jewish context which we must not forget.  

So with that in mind, as we get into the text, I believe we are going to continue to see today that a 

gracious God will not allow anyone to believe they are His child or in His kingdom, and really not be in 

His kingdom. And we see that when they claim to be His followers, the Lord Jesus Christ lays forth what 

someone in the kingdom really looks like, and I believe that is the primary purpose of the Sermon on the 

Mount.  

So let’s review what we have seen so far on the Sermon on the Mount. We have seen three Beatitudes 

as we would call them. Verse 3 of Matthew 5, 3 "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom 
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of heaven.  4 "Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. And in the last few weeks we 

have looked in depth into this term of blessedness, this idea of blessedness in Scripture speaks of 

happiness, which is not tied to circumstances, but biblically speaking is tied to a right relationship with 

the living God.  

Now we had a myriad of passages we looked at, and we could share those today, and I’ll just share a 

couple. But we see that true blessedness as declared by the living God is intrinsically tied to a right 

relationship with the living God. Psalm 34:8, O taste and see that the LORD is good; How blessed is the 

man who takes refuge in Him! Romans 4:7, quoting the Old Testament, Paul writes, 7 Blessed are those 

whose lawless deeds have been forgiven, And whose sins have been covered. 8 "Blessed is the man 

whose sin the Lord will not take into account. The blessed are those who are forgiven. Psalm 94:12 

again, I’ve shared it every week, it is still on my heart, 12 Blessed is the man whom Thou dost 

chasten,(you are blessed if God disciplines you, it’s an evidence that you are His) O LORD, And dost 

teach out of Thy law. Psalm 84:12, 12 O LORD of hosts, How blessed is the man who trusts in Thee! One 

who is truly blessed trusts in the living God. Psalm 112:1, 1 Praise the LORD! How blessed is the man 

who fears the LORD, Who greatly delights in His commandments. Psalm 119:2, How blessed are those 

who observe His testimonies, Who seek Him with all their heart. They are not half-hearted. And then 

we’ve read in Luke, as the Lord Jesus confronts a lady who thinks she knows what blessedness is, and He 

responds to her, Luke 11:28, "On the contrary, blessed are those who hear the word of God, and 

observe it." 

If you have ears to hear and a changed heart to observe the Word of God, you are blessed. So we have 

blessedness which his not tied to circumstances as the world sees. But it is blessedness, it’s tied to a 

relationship with the living God, and we have this term blessed nine times through verse 11. And it’s 

important to realize that these are not the Do-attitudes but the Be-atitudes. He’s not saying “do this 

stuff to be saved”, He’s saying this is what the blessed person looks like, this is what they are, the 

Beatitudes. And again, I want to share this passage does not tell us to go out and do these things. It 

actually says, if we do these things, we are saved. And the pronouncements that we will see today 

describe someone who is blessed based on a real relationship with the living God.  

So again, what were the first characteristics we saw? In review, we saw first of all that the blessed are 

those who continually, habitually realize their spiritual bankruptcy, and their absolute destitution before 

the living God, for theirs, present tense, is the kingdom of heaven. Verse 3 of Matthew 5, 3 "Blessed are 

the poor in spirit, (spiritually bankrupt, we looked at that in depth) for theirs (present tense, right now) 

is the kingdom of heaven. Those who are truly blessed are those who are spiritually bankrupt, they are 

totally inadequate, there is nothing that they have to bring to God. It is not until we see ourselves as 

completely inadequate, bankrupt before the living God that we can be saved. Those who are blessed are 

those who are absolutely destitute in the spiritual sphere, they are spiritually poor, spiritually bankrupt.  

In the spiritual scheme of things, they have nothing to offer God. They are completely dependent. And I 

believe it speaks of true spiritual humility. Nothing in the spiritual scheme to offer, and a genuine 

humility recognizes one’s spiritual state before the living God, nothing to offer, in complete need. And 
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this passage, I believe, doesn’t stop at salvation, it continues in sanctification, it continues after one is 

saved. How blessed, present tense, is the one who is spiritually poor, right now, continually, present 

tense. The Christian life is lived in the context and recognition of our total inadequacy. Apart from God, 

and within ourselves, we are still spiritually bankrupt. We know that Jesus said, apart from Me you can 

do nothing, John 15. And a favorite passage of mine, 2 Corinthians 3:5, 5 Not that we are adequate in 

ourselves to consider anything as coming from ourselves, but our adequacy is from God… 

We are not adequate for anything. We don’t come to Christ and then march on and do our own thing, 

we are still totally inadequate and totally dependent. And I tell you today, if you are not totally 

spiritually bankrupt before the Lord, your relationship is not right with the living God. If you think you 

have something to offer Him in salvation or sanctification, things are not right. And He says the result 

here, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven, right now, present tense.  

Now I shared earlier in last few weeks that being part of the kingdom is synonymous with salvation. You 

are under the dominion of the King, you have been transferred from darkness to light. And again, this 

does not tell us how to be saved. You can’t force yourself to be spiritually bankrupt, it is a recognition of 

that bankruptcy as the Word of God convicts you of your true state before Him. So I want to ask you, 

does your life exhibit spiritual bankruptcy? You can’t be saved if you believe you have anything to offer 

to God. It is by grace alone through faith in Christ that we are saved, and that not of ourselves, it is the 

gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast. And that is mankind’s problem, is pride. And it is by 

faith in Christ that pride is shredded, and God is glorified. And at this point, Jesus continues to shed light 

on the self-deceived in the context of this next Beatitude. Matthew 5:3, 3 "Blessed are the poor in spirit, 

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.4 "Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.  

Oh how happy are the sad! And we saw as we looked at it, James 4 and 2 Corinthians 7, that this was a 

Godly sorrow, based on the will of God. There is a worldly sorrow, people mourn over the loss of their 

stuff, or people, or whatever it might be, but there is a Godly sorrow that causes us to mourn before the 

living God because we have sinned against Him. 2 Corinthians 7, Paul rejoices that the Corinthians were 

made sorrowful through his letter, he being an apostle, sending them the Word of God. 2 Corinthians 

7:9, 

9 I now rejoice, not that you were made sorrowful, but that you were made sorrowful 

to the point of repentance; for you were made sorrowful according to the will of God, 

in order that you might not suffer loss in anything through us.  10 For the sorrow that is 

according to the will of God produces a repentance without regret, leading to 

salvation; but the sorrow of the world produces death. [2 Corinthians 7:9-10] 

Two types of sorrow. This is a Godly sorrow, blessed are those who mourn. There should be a 

brokenness, not a manufactured brokenness, but a genuine brokenness when we recognize we 

have sinned against a Holy God. And He is gracious to bear our sins, and die for us in spite of us. 

This Beatitude does not say, start crying to be blessed. It is not saying work up your emotions, it 

is not saying, anything like that, it is saying there is a genuine response of grief in the life of the 
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truly blessed. It is a sorrow according to the will of God. And I believe spiritual poverty, a 

recognition of one’s true state, leads to a Godly sorrow. And let me ask you this, does this 

describe you? If you name the name of Christ, have you ever truly been broken over your sin? If 

you are saved, are you broken over your sin when you sin against a Holy God, when you get 

angry or irritated at someone, or have a bad attitude, does that grieve you? It should grieve us. 

Blessed are those who continually mourn, for they shall be comforted. The God of all comfort 

will comfort as we see, Romans 15:4-5, that comfort, sometimes translated encouragement, 

comes through God, the God of all comfort via His Word, we are comforted by the God of all 

comfort when we mourn over our sin and then we are made joyful because of what Christ has 

done.  

So the first two Beatitudes, I believe, were two statements Jesus made to the Jews who believed 

that they were in a right relationship with the living God. These two statements shred away the 

pride of sinful man and help reveal where the heart truly is. And that applies to us, where are 

our hearts? If we have never been absolutely bankrupt, we think, “What I’ve done, I go to 

church, I’ve done this or that.” That’s not spiritual bankruptcy, that’s pride. Or if we think we can 

follow the Lord on our own strength, that’s pride. These two statements shred away and show 

us where we really are.  

And this second portion logically flows now from what we’ve just seen, where we see, I believe, 

the saved, or the blessed, have a new disposition; first thing, manifesting his gentleness. We 

looked at this all last week. Verse 5, 5 "Blessed are the gentle, for they shall inherit the earth. 

Present tense, declaration by Jesus, “Blessed are,” continually habitually, the gentle. Or some verses, 

some Bible’s translate it “meek”. And we looked in depth last week at what biblical gentleness is. 

Remember we saw in Scripture as we looked at many passages that gentleness is a humble, submissive, 

inward quality towards God. It is an inward temper of spirit that is manifested outwardly in the context 

of gentleness and consideration rather than malice, contentiousness, regardless of circumstances. 

Blessed are those who have a different disposition, blessed are the gentle. The Linguistic Key to the 

Greek New Testament says it this way, “A humble and gentle attitude which expresses itself in patient 

submissiveness to offense.” You don’t get all worked up when someone offends you, when Christ is 

manifest in your life. Free from malice and the desire for revenge.  

And we saw last week that we cannot manufacture gentleness. It is a blessedness that comes from a 

relationship with the living God. And we saw the true source of gentleness was Christ, who by nature 

was gentle and humble in heart. We saw 2nd Corinthians 10. Matthew 11:29, Jesus says He is gentle and 

humble in heart, the only time He describes Himself in Scripture. And we saw that this gentle meekness 

does not arrive or come from man, it is a characteristic of the fruit of God’s Spirit in the life of the 

submissive believer, Galatians 5.  

So how is it that one becomes meek rather than contentious? How is it that one becomes considerate 

rather than prideful? How is it that one exhibits consideration? How can we live with an inner quality of 
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submissiveness towards God which manifests in outward gentleness? There’s no way to be like God 

apart from a relationship with God. Apart from God there are none righteous. There are none who does 

good, Romans 3. No matter how meek you might be on the outside, how meek you may think you are. 

All of your righteousness as we will see today is like filthy rags apart from God. There is no way to be like 

God apart from God. You may be able to pull it off on the outside and be gentle and meek towards 

people, but on the inside you are contentious if you do not know God.  

Now there are some of you here today who have never truly, genuinely been meek. And the Lord said, 

blessed are the gentle. Blessed are the gentle. You don’t have the ability to do so, and God is pointing 

out today that you are not blessed. Your relationship with the living God is not right because you are not 

gentle, that you do not have an inheritance in the kingdom of God. Some of you live in the context of 

hostility and contention rather than consideration and humility. And Jesus is saying to you through His 

Word, maybe you are not what you think you are. And He is a gracious God to reveal that to you before 

you stand before Him. This is a conditional promise, blessed are the continually habitually gentle for 

they shall inherit the earth. In the context of the Jews, they would inherit the land. And we have an 

inheritance in heaven, those of us who are in the church who have believed in Christ. Those who are not 

meek, i.e. those in sin, will not inherit the earth, or His kingdom.  

Now at this point we come to this next Beatitude which I believe continues to show us what a changed 

disposition in the life of the truly saved will look like. Jesus’ grace is to show you if you say “I am a 

Christian, I trust in the Lord Jesus Christ, I believe in Him”, He is gracious to take His Word and lay it over 

your life and say “Here it is, does your life line up with this?” Here’s our next Beatitude. Verse 6,  6 

"Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.   

Another pronouncement of blessedness by Jesus. Blessed are, present tense, continually habitually, 

those who (present tense) hunger, (present tense) thirst for righteousness, those who have a continual 

habitual desire for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. And again, this blessedness is not tied to 

circumstances, but tied to a right relationship with the living God as we will see through His Word.  

Now it’s important to realize again, Jesus is not saying to be blessed, one must hunger and thirst for 

righteousness. He is saying, blessed are those who continually habitually hunger and thirst for 

righteousness. Now I don’t need to explain the metaphor of being hungry and thirsty here, we’ve all 

been hungry and thirsty, we know what He’s speaking of, He’s speaking of a desire, a strong desire, like 

that desire we have when we are hungry. Hungering and thirsting, if you were starving you would 

hunger and thirst. And blessed are those who continually habitually have a strong desire for 

righteousness.  

Well with this in mind, what is righteousness? What does Jesus mean by righteousness here? What is 

righteousness? We hear this word a lot. And as I looked, and I was studying this week, there are almost 

700 passages in Scripture concerning righteousness, righteous, righteously, all those different cognates 

of this word. There’s a lot of Scripture concerning righteousness. But what is righteousness? Well, this 

word comes from the Greek noun,           , which speaks of righteousness as we’ll see. And then 
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there’s an adjective, dikaios. And then there is the verb, dikaioo, which means to justify or declare 

righteous. And it’s very basic, basic form, it speaks of that which is just or right, or upright. There we get 

our word righteousness, uprightness. In the Old Testament we have the Hebrew equivalent,          , 

which carries the same basic meaning of uprightness, righteousness. But to understand this word 

Biblically speaking, we need to see it in its Biblical context. We need to look at what righteousness is first 

of all, I believe, in relationship to God. And I believe we’re going to see in Scripture as we look at a 

myriad of passages, not a myriad of passages, a lot of passages. We’re going to see that God by nature is 

righteous. And God by nature acts righteously, and God’s Word is righteous.  

Now first all, we see, and we need to recognize in Scripture that God is described in Scripture as 

righteous, He’s described in Scripture. Deuteronomy 32:4, we have the song of Moses, and Moses 

shares in this wonderful song, Deuteronomy 32:4,  

4 The Rock! His work is perfect, For all His ways are just (or right); A God of faithfulness 

and without injustice, Righteous and upright is He. [Deuteronomy 32:4] 

The Psalmist declares His righteousness. We’ll go through a couple Psalms. Psalm 11:7, the Psalmist 

writes, 

7 For the LORD is righteous (He is righteous, and it says); He loves righteousness; The 

upright will behold His face. [Psalm 11:7] 

We’ll see that later on in the Beatitudes, they shall see God.  

Psalm 33:3-5, 

3 Sing to Him a new song; Play skillfully with a shout of joy.  4 For the word of the 

LORD is upright (or righteous); And all His work is done in faithfulness.  5 He loves 

righteousness and justice (we see those things put together in parallel); The earth is full 

of the lovingkindness of the LORD. [Psalm 33:3-5] 

A lot more, there’s tons of verses, but Psalm 116:5, 5 Gracious is the LORD, and righteous; Yes, our God 

is compassionate. The Psalmist writes in Psalm 119:137, Righteous art Thou, O LORD, And upright are 

Thy judgments. We see there’s a righteousness and a uprightness, there’s a rightness about God. We 

see John makes it clear in John 7:18 that there is no unrighteousness in Him. Jesus makes it clear in His 

High Priestly Prayer to the father, in His address in John 17:25, He says, “Oh righteous Father”. The 

apostle John makes it clear that if we confess our sins, He is faithful and           , He is righteous to 

forgive us our sins (He is just) and to cleanse us from all us from all unrighteousness, 1st John 1:9. And in 

Scripture we see that Jesus Christ being God in human flesh, “In the beginning was the Word, and the 

Word was with God and the Word was God.” We see that Jesus Christ Himself is declared as righteous.  

Isaiah 53:11, the righteous one, and let’s just turn there really quick, Isaiah 53, a wonderful, wonderful 

passage. The Jews should have known this passage, they should have known the Righteous One. Isaiah 

53:1,  
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1 Who has believed our message? And to whom has the arm of the LORD been 

revealed? 2 For He (this is speaking of Christ as we see in the New Testament) grew up 

before Him like a tender shoot, And like a root out of parched ground; He has no 

stately form or majesty That we should look upon Him, Nor appearance that we 

should be attracted to Him. 3 He was despised and forsaken of men, A man of sorrows, 

and acquainted with grief; And like one from whom men hide their face, He was 

despised, and we did not esteem Him. 4 Surely our griefs He Himself bore, And our 

sorrows He carried; Yet we ourselves esteemed Him stricken, Smitten of God, and 

afflicted. 5 But He was pierced through for our transgressions, He was crushed for our 

iniquities; The chastening for our well-being fell upon Him, And by His scourging we 

are healed. 6 All of us like sheep have gone astray, Each of us has turned to his own 

way; But the LORD has caused the iniquity of us all To fall on Him. 7 He was oppressed 

and He was afflicted, Yet He did not open His mouth; Like a lamb that is led to 

slaughter, And like a sheep that is silent before its shearers, So He did not open His 

mouth. 8 By oppression and judgment He was taken away; And as for His generation, 

who considered That He was cut off out of the land of the living, For the transgression 

of my people to whom the stroke was due? 9 His grave was assigned with wicked men, 

Yet He was with a rich man in His death, Because He had done no violence, Nor was 

there any deceit in His mouth. 10 But the LORD was pleased To crush Him, putting Him 

to grief; If He would render Himself as a guilt offering, He will see His offspring, He will 

prolong His days, And the good pleasure of the LORD will prosper in His hand. (And 

here’s the verse) 11 As a result of the anguish of His soul, He will see it and be satisfied; 

By His knowledge the Righteous One, My Servant, will justify the many, As He will bear 

their iniquities. 12 Therefore, I will allot Him a portion with the great, And He will 

divide the booty with the strong; Because He poured out Himself to death, And was 

numbered with the transgressors; Yet He Himself bore the sin of many, And interceded 

for the transgressors. [Isaiah 53:1-12] 

Jesus Christ is the righteous One, who will make those who trust in Him righteous, He will justify the 

many. Jeremiah 23 and 33, we see that Jesus is spoken of as the righteous Branch. Peter, after healing 

the lame man in Acts 3, speaks of Jesus as the holy and righteous One. And then if you turn with me to 1 

John 2, we see the declaration of His righteousness by John the apostle. 1 John 2:1, 

1 My little children, I am writing these things to you that you may not sin. (That’s what 

the Word’s for, to make us like Christ, that we won’t sin) And if anyone sins, we have an 

Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; 2 and He Himself is the 

propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only, but also for those of the whole world. 

[1 John 2:1-2] 

And if you skip down to verse 29 of 1st John 2,  
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29 If you know that He is righteous, (do you know that, that He is righteous?) you know 

that everyone also who practices righteousness is born of Him. [1 John 2:29] 

He’s righteous. The Word declares that God by nature is righteous, that He is just and upright by nature, 

and Jesus Christ being fully God and fully man is righteous by nature. He is the holy and righteous one. 

But not only is God upright and righteous, we see that God does what is right also in Scripture. That in all 

of His ways and deeds, His actions are right, they are righteous, they are morally right. They are up-

righteous, they are just. Indeed, in Samuel’s farewell address, in 1 Samuel 12, we see Samuel declaring 

this truth. 1 Samuel 12:6-7, 

6 Then Samuel said to the people, "It is the LORD who appointed Moses and Aaron and 

who brought your fathers up from the land of Egypt.  7 "So now, take your stand, that I 

may plead with you before the LORD concerning all the righteous acts of the LORD 

which He did for you and your fathers. [1 Samuel 12:6-7] 

The Lord does what is right, Psalm 7:11, we saw this earlier,  

11 God is a righteous judge, And a God who has indignation every day.  12 If a man does 

not repent, He will sharpen His sword; He has bent His bow and made it ready. [Psalm 

7:11-12] 

He’s a righteous judge. We see in 2 Timothy 4:8 that Paul calls the Lord the “righteous Judge”. Psalm 

103:6, the Lord performs righteous deeds. Now again, I told you there’s almost over 650 plus references, 

so we’re just hitting a few here, but we also see that the Lord Jesus loves righteousness, Hebrews 1:8, 

He says, 

8 But of the Son (the Son is God) He says, "Thy throne, O God, is forever and ever, And 

the righteous scepter is the scepter of His kingdom.  9 "Thou hast loved righteousness 

and hated lawlessness; (the opposite of righteousness is lawlessness, it is sin) Therefore 

God, Thy God, hath anointed Thee With the oil of gladness above Thy companions." 

[Hebrews 1:8-9] 

And we also see in Revelation that righteous and true are His ways, and His righteous acts will be 

revealed, Revelation 15:3,  

3 And they sang the song of Moses the bond-servant of God and the song of the Lamb, 

saying, "Great and marvelous are Thy works, O Lord God, the Almighty; Righteous and 

true are Thy ways, (righteous and true, true and righteous, everything God does is right 

and just, everything because He is righteous) Thou King of the nations.  4 "Who will not 

fear, O Lord, and glorify Thy name? For Thou alone art holy; For all the nations will 

come and worship before Thee, For Thy righteous acts have been revealed." 

[Revelation 15:3-4] 
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God will righteously reveal His judgment towards those who reject Christ someday in the future, and 

everyone will come and bow before Him because it is the right thing, it is the righteous thing. And we 

see that as Jesus Christ came, that the gospel was the right thing for God to do, that in it, the 

righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith.  

So God by nature is righteous, by nature he does what is right and His character is manifest in His deeds. 

But not only is He righteous and His deeds right, we see in Scripture throughout that His Word is right, 

His Word is just. Deuteronomy 4:7,  

7 "For what great nation is there that has a god so near to it as is the LORD our God 

whenever we call on Him?  8 "Or what great nation is there that has statutes and 

judgments as righteous as this whole law which I am setting before you today? 

[Deuternomy 4:7-8] 

We see God’s Word is righteous. Psalm 119, and let’s go there, we’ll go through a bunch of verses there, 

Psalm 119, in the middle of our Bibles. Psalm 119, we’ll start with verse 7, and the Psalmist has the right 

heart here, says, 

7 I shall give thanks to Thee with uprightness of heart, (or a righteous heart, a right 

heart) When I learn Thy righteous judgments. (And zoom down to verse 62)… 

 62 At midnight I shall rise to give thanks to Thee Because of Thy righteous ordinances. 

(Another synynom for His Word. Verse 75, up a little bit)… 

75 I know, O LORD, that Thy judgments are righteous, And that in faithfulness Thou 

hast afflicted me. (Oh, brother and sister, if we just learn that, that God is faithful when 

He allows difficult things to happen to us.)… 

123 My eyes fail with longing for Thy salvation, And for Thy righteous word.  

137 Righteous art Thou, O LORD, And upright are Thy judgments…  

144 Thy testimonies are righteous forever; Give me understanding that I may live.  

160 The sum of Thy word is truth, And every one of Thy righteous ordinances is everlasting. 

[Psalm 119:7, 62, 75, 123, 137, 144, 160] 

In the book of Hebrews we see God’s Word in chapter 5:13 spoken of as the Word of righteousness. God 

is righteous, Christ is righteous, what He does is righteous, His Word is righteous and just. And we know 

that it is His Word that is adequate to train in us in righteousness. 2 Timothy 3:16, the apostle Paul 

would say,  

16 All Scripture (“graphe” the written Word) is inspired by God (it’s God breathed) and 

profitable for teaching, (or doctrine that is taught) for reproof, (that’s correction, it tells 

us what’s wrong, and then) for correction, (which brings us back right, and he says) for 
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training in righteousness; 17 that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every 

good work. [2 Timothy 3:16] 

God’s Word is profitable to train us in righteousness. God is righteous, Christ is righteous, being God. 

Everything He does is righteous, and His Word is righteous. And His Word trains us. So then when we 

see this righteousness in Scripture, we need to recognize and understand it is in the context of a morally 

upright God. And we must look to (when we think of righteousness) the righteous One as revealed in His 

righteous Word. So true righteousness cannot be separated from a righteous God, who is revealed this 

righteousness in His Word.  

Now God’s Word reveals that God is righteous and performs righteous deeds, but it also reveals that 

man without a genuine relationship with Christ is by nature unrighteous, that we are unrighteous by 

nature. Scripture is clear that apart from Christ, a true relationship, that we are unrighteous. David 

acknowledges this truth in Psalm 143:1,  

A Psalm of David. 1 Hear my prayer, O LORD, Give ear to my supplications! Answer me 

in Thy faithfulness, in Thy righteousness!  2 And do not enter into judgment with Thy 

servant, For in Thy sight no man living is righteous. [Psalm 143:1-2] 

Apart from God, nobody is righteous, no one does what is right. Romans 3, the apostle Paul lays forth 

the condemnation of all mankind apart from God, those who are pagans who could care less about God, 

and those who pretend to love the Lord on the outside. Romans 3:9,  

9 What then? Are we better than they? (He’s speaking of Jews vs. Gentiles) Not at all; 

for we have already charged that both Jews and Greeks are all under sin; (everyone’s 

under sin) 10 as it is written, "There is none righteous, not even one; (If you think you 

are righteous and your deeds are righteous apart from Christ, you are fooling yourself, 

God declares in His Word that none are righteous. There is nothing you can do in light of 

God’s rightness that makes you righteous. There is none righteous) 11 There is none who 

understands, There is none who seeks for God;  12 All have turned aside, together they 

have become useless; There is none who does good, There is not even one." [Romans 

3:9-12] 

All have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God. But what about the righteous things we’ve done? 

The good things we’ve done before Christ? Scripture reveals that all of our righteousness is like filthy 

rags. All of our goodness apart from God, to Him is like filthy rags. Isaiah 64:6, 

6 For all of us have become like one who is unclean, And all our righteous deeds are 

like a filthy garment; [Isaiah 64:6] 

A menstrual rag, it is a filthy thing to God, your righteousness apart from Him. And God makes it clear 

that His wrath is upon and revealed from heaven against all unrighteousness and ungodliness of men. 
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Man apart from God is unrighteous, awaiting God’s wrath and judgment; in His wrath, awaiting 

judgment. And God demands righteousness, a righteous God demands righteousness.  

How can we then, unrighteous creatures because of sin be righteous? We see that God alone in Christ 

provides righteousness through the grace of God manifest in the person of Christ, one can be righteous 

by faith. When this Word of God convicts you of your unrighteous state, your sin, your falling short of 

the glory of God, you fall short, you will not be able to stand before God in His judgment, when you 

repent and trust in Christ, His righteousness, the righteousness of a Holy God is accredited to you, the 

wonderful exchange. Wonderful truth we see. 2nd Corinthians 5:21, “He who knew no sin became sin on 

our behalf that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.” Jesus took our sins, He bore them 

on the cross that we might be saved. And this righteousness is from God, it’s not from us, we have to be 

spiritually bankrupt.  

Have you ever in absolute bankruptcy cried out to God, “I have nothing to offer, I am sinful, I need your 

forgiveness.” Because God has fixed a day in which He will judge the world in righteousness. Dennis read 

Romans 10, and the Jews thought that they were righteous, and Paul confronts that, Romans 10:8, 

8 But what does it say? "The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart "-- that 

is, the word of faith which we are preaching,  9 that if you confess with your mouth 

Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you shall 

be saved;  10 for with the heart man believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the 

mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation.  11 For the Scripture says, "Whoever 

believes in Him will not be disappointed." [Romans 10:8-11] 

Now the apostle Paul religiously thought he was a really religious guy. And he thought he had done 

everything right, and he thought everything that he had was worthwhile to God. And in Philippians 3 we 

see that he realized that all of his righteousness was as dung. Philippians 3, let’s turn there together, a 

familiar passage for some of you. Paul’s going to begin this portion warning people about the false guys, 

and he gives a description of what they look like, and then he puts himself in that very same category. 

Philippians 3, 

1 Finally, my brethren, rejoice in the Lord. To write the same things again is no trouble 

to me, and it is a safeguard for you. 2 Beware of the dogs, beware of the evil workers, 

beware of the false circumcision; (and he’s going to say what a true believer looks like) 3 

for we are the true circumcision, who worship in the Spirit of God (not in the flesh, not 

a fleshy worship time) and glory in Christ Jesus (that’s the boast, it’s in Christ. And 

lastly) and put no confidence in the flesh, 4 although I myself might have confidence 

even in the flesh. If anyone else has a mind to put confidence in the flesh, I far more: 

(and he’s going to give a list of things, “Hey, I could put great confidence in the flesh” 

He’s saying) 5 circumcised the eighth day, of the nation of Israel, of the tribe of 

Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the Law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of 

the church; as to the righteousness which is in the Law, found blameless. 7 But 
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whatever things were gain to me, (all of his righteousness) those things I have counted 

as loss for the sake of Christ.  8 More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of 

the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the 

loss of all things, and count them but (he says dung here) rubbish in order that I may 

gain Christ, 9 and may be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own derived 

from the Law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which comes 

from God on the basis of faith… [Philippians 3:1-9] 

By God’s grace, Paul understood that righteousness only comes from God. God is the only one who 

possesses righteousness, He is the only one who is right, there are none righteous. And we are indeed in 

trouble because we will stand before Him, when we are judged. But God is gracious, and He sent His Son 

Jesus to die for our sins, that we could be righteous. And I want to ask you, do you think you’re 

righteous? Do you believe if you stood before a perfect and Holy God that you would pass, that you’ve 

done nothing wrong ever, that you are perfectly righteous? Are you perfectly righteous? Have you done 

everything right all the time? God will judge for sin, and the only righteousness that God accepts is the 

righteousness of Christ. Paul said, that I wouldn’t be found with the righteousness based on the Law, but 

that which is based on faith which is in Christ. If you trust in Christ, realizing you’re bankrupt, “I trust in 

you Lord Jesus, I am sinful,” His righteousness will be credited to you. And we see, we go from wrath to 

glory. His righteousness credited to us, and you will never be condemned, God will not condemn you 

because His Son is perfect. 

Now those in Scripture who are truly saved have a new nature in Christ, and they are called because 

they are in Christ, righteous. Throughout Scripture we see that true believers are now called righteous. 

Throughout the Psalms we see believers called righteous ones. Psalm 32:11, 33:1, and 97:12. Psalm 

37:17, “The Lord sustains the righteous.” Psalm 37:25, “The righteous will not be forsaken.” Psalm 146:8, 

“He loves the righteous.” Psalm 34:15 and 34:7, “The angel of the Lord encamps around those who fear 

Him.” He protects the righteous, and the righteous will shine forth after judgment. 

Matthew 13, as the Lord explains the parable of the tares in the world. Matthew 13:41,  

41 "The Son of Man will send forth His angels, and they will gather out of His kingdom 

all stumbling blocks, and those who commit lawlessness,  42 and will cast them into the 

furnace of fire; in that place there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. (God’s 

telling you what He’s going to do right now, so you’ve heard it now, there’s no excuse)  
43 "Then the righteous will shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He 

who has ears, let him hear. [Matthew 13:41-43] 

Those who are in Christ are declared righteous, and are seen as righteous. And those who by nature are 

righteous in Christ will by nature start to be like Christ when they trust Christ. Let’s turn to 1 John 3:7, 

we’ll finish up here. 1 John 3:7,  

7 Little children, let no one deceive you; (don’t let anyone come along there and deceive 

your mind) the one who practices righteousness is righteous, just as He is righteous; (if 
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you are in Christ, you are righteous, and if you are in Christ you are going to genuinely 

manifest His behavior by in large, you’re going to practice uprightness and 

righteousness. But he goes on and says) 8 the one who practices sin is of the devil; for 

the devil has sinned from the beginning. The Son of God appeared for this purpose, 

that He might destroy the works of the devil. 9 No one who is born of God practices sin, 

because His seed abides in him; and he cannot sin, because he is born of God. 10 By this 

the children of God and the children of the devil are obvious: anyone who does not 

practice righteousness is not of God, nor the one who does not love his brother. [1 

John 3:7-10] 

If your life does not exhibit Christ like righteousness, don’t fool yourself, you’re not of God. That’s what 

God says. And God is gracious because He doesn’t want you to think that you’re saved, and go to your 

judgment. And that’s what Jesus was doing with these Jews, who every single one claimed to follow 

Him, every single one, they were “God’s people”. And this brings us back to our passage, Matthew 5:6, 

6 "Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be 

satisfied." [Matthew 5:6] 

I believe the passage is saying here that those in a right relationship with a righteous God, as exhibited 

by a characteristic of hungering and thirsting for righteousness, a deep desire for righteousness. The 

blessed are those who have a right relationship with the living God, who continually have a spiritual 

hunger for God’s righteousness in Christ. I want to be like Christ, I want His life manifest in me, I hate it 

when I sin, I want to be like Christ. Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness. God is 

righteous, manifesting in right behavior, and I believe hungering and thirsting for righteousness is 

hungering and thirsting for Christ-likeness, His character in our lives, righteousness. And I believe the 

evidence that someone is truly saved is that they will have a deep desire for Christ’s righteousness 

manifest in them as revealed in the Word of God. God is so gracious not to allow you to think you trust 

Him and to go day in and day out just thinking about anything and everything other than Christ. One 

element of a genuine faith, one element we’re seeing today of a blessed relationship with the living God 

is a continual hunger and thirst, which means you’re not there yet, but you want it. “I’m not there yet, I 

sin, but oh Lord, I want to be like Christ, I want to do the right thing oh God, I want to do what You say, I 

want to obey you, I want to be like Christ.” 

Now practically what does this look like? It’s going to manifest in your life, and the desire to be like 

Christ, to abide in Him and to allow His Word to abide in you. A hunger and thirst for righteousness is 

going to manifest in a desire to do what is right as revealed in the Word, not by our own wisdom. It is a 

hunger to be like the living God, as revealed in His living Word. And folks, if you’ll remember what I 

shared earlier, it is the Word of God that trains us in righteousness. 2 Timothy 3:16, 

16 All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching (that’s doctrine), for 

reproof (that’s maybe what’s happening to us today, I’m being reproved, it’s shedding 

light on my heart), for correction (that’s making me right again, and lastly), for training 
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in righteousness (child training, educating in righteousness); 17 that the man of God 

may be adequate, equipped for every good work. [2 Timothy 3:16-17]  

And it is the grace of God in us that trains us for righteousness, Titus 2, wonderful, wonderful passage, 

verse 11, 

11 For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all men, (Christ has 

appeared in grace, and he says, that same grace, verse 12, the grace of God in Christ) 12 

instructing us to deny ungodliness and worldly desires and to live sensibly, righteously 

and godly in the present age… [Titus 2:11-12] 

God is instructing us through the grace of Christ, manifest in the Word, to be righteous. Do you have a 

hunger and thirst for righteousness. One pastor writes,  

As we think about growing in righteousness, we are really considering how to become 

more like Jesus Christ. We should be hungering and thirsting for the Word and the 

character of God. What a tragedy to see Christians chasing around after experiences 

when the Word of God says that we are to have an insatiable appetite for His character 

and righteousness which is produced as we absorb the Word of God under the ministry 

of the Spirit who transforms us in every area of our lives. 

I totally agree. The hunger and thirst for righteousness is a hunger to be like Christ. What do you think 

about? When you get up in the morning, what do you think about? Do you want to be like Christ? Do 

you want to be like Him throughout the day? Do you hunger for what you by nature in yourself do not 

have, and need, to abide in Him? 1 Peter 2, 

1 Therefore, putting aside all malice and all guile and hypocrisy and envy and all 

slander, (set it aside like an old garment, now in Christ you can set it aside. He says) 2 

like newborn babes, long for the pure milk of the word, that by it you may grow in 

respect to salvation, 3 if you have tasted the kindness of the Lord. [1 Peter 2:1-3] 

Long for the Word, that you may be like Christ, righteous. Doing what is right, saying what is right, acting 

what is right, thinking what is right, thinking like Christ. And I venture to say to you, if you have no desire 

for the Word of God, you could care less about the Word of God, or you come in here and it doesn’t 

change you as you walk out of here and forget it, and you’re still irritated or angry, or whatever it might 

be, I would say examine yourself. And the Lord God is gracious to not let you declare “I am a Christian, I 

follow the Lord,” and to live in the total opposite sense. Little children, let no one deceive you, the one 

who practices righteousness is righteous, just as He is righteous.  

Let me ask you friends, do you have a deep desire for the character of Christ manifest through His 

Word? If not, maybe you’re fooling yourself. God’s gracious to reveal maybe you’re not who you think 

you are. Maybe you haven’t been redeemed; maybe you’re like the Pharisees in Matthew. The outside 

may be washed, but the inside is wicked. 
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 Brothers and sisters, are you hardened by sin? Maybe your desire is not to hunger and thirst for Christ 

and His Word, maybe it’s waned. Just confess your sin and be made right. We were saved from sin unto 

righteousness. 1 Peter 2:24, 24 and He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, that we might die 

to sin and live to righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed. I believe the Lord Jesus is 

graciously speaking to these Jews who claim to be His people, yet as we saw in chapter 4, we’re walking 

in darkness, graciously laying His truth across our hearts to show them where they really are. And if you 

truly, genuinely hunger and thirst for righteousness, you are blessed.  

Now with that in mind, what’s the result of that? Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for 

righteousness, and here’s the result, for they shall be satisfied, they shall be satisfied. Those who have 

been redeemed, who now are seen righteous in Christ, who desire and hunger and thirst for it, because 

they don’t completely have it, we walk in a fallen world, we still have these bodies of flesh, we hunger 

for it. He says those who hunger for it are going to be satisfied, He’s going to fulfill that desire. We 

moan, we groan, because we’re in these bodies of flesh, and we still sin, and we want to be more like 

Christ. God’s going to fulfill that desire. When we come to Christ, we recognize very quickly that we still 

act unrighteously, that we should be grieved over that. This is an evidence we’re saved, but the 

wonderful promises, blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be 

satisfied. A future promise, not fulfill until the work of Christ is complete in us. 6 For I am confident of 

this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus. 

[Philippians 1:6].  

Romans 8:28,  

28 And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who 

love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.  29 For whom He foreknew, 

He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be 

the first-born among many brethren;  30 and whom He predestined, these He also 

called; and whom He called, these He also justified; and whom He justified, these He 

also glorified. [Romans 8:28-30] 

God is going to satisfy your genuine desire for righteousness if you are truly saved, and thus blessed. 

And if you are truly righteous, as we saw earlier, once God separates those who do not know Him and 

puts them in eternal judgment, then the righteous will shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their 

Father. He who has ears, let him hear. 

I began sharing today about what do you think about? What do you think about every day? Is it about 

“Oh, my health,” is it this, is it all about you? Or is it about Christ? A lot of people claim to be Christians, 

and in this day that Jesus said it, everyone claimed to be God’s person, His follower, “We are God’s 

people, every single one.” And God was gracious to shed light on where their hearts really were, which 

was in darkness as we saw in chapter 4. So how does this apply to us today? Remember the gospel is not 

presented here, you cannot be saved by hunger and thirsting for righteousness. It is when God saves us 

and we are truly saved that that will be manifest in our lives. “Oh Lord, I want to be like You, I’m not 
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there, but I want to be like You.” For some of you, you ‘ve realized you don’t hunger, you have no 

hunger and thirst for Christ’s righteousness, as evidenced by a zero desire for the Word of God. You may 

claim to be His, but you’re continual desire betray this claim. And maybe you’re still in your sins, 

because He says, blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness. And I praise God that He 

convicts us, that you need a Savior, that you need righteousness that’s not yours, you need His 

righteousness.  

21 He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, that we might become the 

righteousness of God in Him. [2 Corinthians 5:21] 

What an amazing thing, unrighteous, wicked men given the righteousness of Christ. 

 And what about us brothers and sisters? Maybe some of you have realized today, “I don’t continually, 

habitually hunger and thirst for righteousness, I’ve been hardened by sin.  The things of life have 

squeezed in on my heart and my desires.” We need to confess that,”Lord God I’m sorry. I’m sorry I’ve 

allowed things to squeeze in, and I have not desired You.” I exhort you and myself when this happens to 

confess it and be forgiven. Maybe some of you are in a church that is not focused on Christ and His 

Word? Maybe you’re focused on singing and worshiping, and all this other stuff, and signs and wonders. 

We are going to see in a minute as we close that we are to seek fellowship with those who call upon the 

name of the Lord with a pure heart.  1 Timothy 6:11, “But flee these things you man of God, and pursue 

righteousness.” 2 Timothy 2:22, “Now flee youthful lusts and pursue righteousness, love and peace with 

those who call upon the name of the Lord with a pure heart. “ Pursue righteousness, Timothy. For us, 

pursue. Where do we find righteousness? It is in the living God as revealed in the Word. Pursue Christ 

and His likeness manifest in our lives.  

In the meantime, practically, what should we be doing? Brothers and sisters, hungering for the Word, 

seeking first His kingdom and His righteousness, that we may grow in respect to salvation, setting aside 

sinfulness and being trained in righteousness. I’m going to read a couple verses and then we’re done 

here. Again, 2 Timothy 3:16, 16 All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, 

for correction, for training in righteousness. If you want to be trained in righteousness, then you’ve got 

to be in the Word.  

Matthew 6:33, instead of worrying about life, you know the living God! But seek first His kingdom and 

His righteousness. Titus 2:11, I read it already, that God’s grace is instructing us to deny ungodliness, 

worldly desires, to live sensibly, righteously. And lastly, now flee youthful lusts and pursue 

righteousness, faith, love and peace, with those who call upon the Lord from a pure heart. Blessed are 

those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. Do you hunger and thirst for 

righteousness?  
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Prayer 

Dear Lord, thank You so much for Your Word, it just shreds our hearts open, it reveals where we really 

are, in light of what You say. And Lord, I pray for anyone here who really knows in their heart of hearts 

that they do not hunger and thirst at all for You, and Your righteousness, and Your Word. They don’t 

hunger for it in their lives Lord God, and I pray that they would be convicted. If they name Your name, 

that they would realize, “Wait a second, I am not blessed, something’s wrong.” And I pray they would 

seek first His kingdom, they would be morally bankrupt before You and cry out to Christ for salvation. 

And then Lord God I pray for those of us who know You, may we hunger for Your righteousness in our 

lives. Father, may we not allow sin to creep in when we’re angry, irritated, whatever it might be, may we 

hunger for Your righteousness to be manifest rather than sin. May we present ourselves as instruments 

of righteousness, Lord God, may we not live in unrighteousness. Thank You that Your promise is that if 

we do genuinely hunger and thirst we will be satisfied. Oh Lord, we look forward to that day where we 

will be walking right with You and shine forth like the sun because of Your righteousness in us. Father 

help us to have a great hunger for Christ and His life manifest. May we be convicted when we’re not this 

way. We praise You for Your Word, we Praise You for Your Son, and it is in His name we pray. Amen. 
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