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Who has absolute authority over you? 

 
Prayer 

Would you bow your heads with me?  Father, You are so good and so gracious, You are so kind to us, 

and we cannot fathom the depth of Your love for us.  We can’t fathom how much You love us.  But we 

know You have demonstrated that in sending your Son Jesus to die for our sins.  We’re so thankful that 

we who were redeemed have been redeemed; that our sins have been paid for; that Your Son Jesus 

bore our sins in His body on the cross.  And we are so thankful.  And Father, we are so thankful that You 

brought forth the truth concerning Christ through Your Word, the wonderful gospel of grace.  We’re so 

thankful You reveal our sinfulness and the Savior Jesus Christ.  And Father we are also thankful that You 

take your Word and You use it to grow us in respect to salvation.   That You use it that we might become 

more like Christ.   And Father, I pray that’s what would happen today, that we would set aside sin, that 

not one true believer in here today would have sin in their lives, that we would just confess.  And we 

would be right before You and receive Your Word implanted.  And I pray for those who don’t know You; 

You know all hearts, Lord God. I pray You would use Your Word to convict, Lord God; that they might 

see the truth concerning themselves in Christ, and cry out for salvation from a merciful God.   Father, we 

thank You for this time. We thank You for Your Word.  We pray You would be greatly glorified in it today 

now.  In Jesus name, amen.  

 

Sermon 

 Well, I hope you were singing unto the Lord from your hearts as we were worshiping together as a 

corporate body of the living God of the universe.   Well, what do you think of when you think of 

authority? I mean, what do you what do you think of? Certainly we understand there are governmental 

authorities.  We understand we have federal, state, local, law enforcement, and whatever it might be.  

Just about everybody, whether you agree with the authority or not, understands authority.  Just about 

everybody understands that there are those who have authority over us and can institute consequences 

if we do not do what we are supposed to do.  

Now, although we recognize and understand authority on a governmental level, what about us 

personally?  What about you and I personally?  How do you live each day?  By what authority do you do 

everything in your life?  By what authority do we do what we’re doing right now?  By what authority do 

you work?  By what authority do you serve?  By what authority do you minister to your family?  Who do 

you submit to on a daily basis for the choices and decisions that are made day in and day out? I believe 

we are going to see today very clearly from the book of Matthew that the Lord Jesus demonstrates His 

divine authority, and we are going to really have this question posed to our hearts.  Who has authority 

over us, in all of our everyday decisions in life?   
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Would you turn with me in your Bibles to Matthew chapter 21, and we are in a wonderful study of the 

book of Matthew, it has been such a blessing.  And I hope those of you who have been able to be here in 

this study have been blessed by the Word.  It has been just wonderful.  I am going to briefly go through 

the context to bring us up to speed to where we’re at Matthew right now. We have seen the King 

introduced, Jesus the King of kings and Lord of lords.  The rightful King of the Jews. He is the one who 

they would name Jesus. They (speaking of His parents) were told by the angel to name him Jesus, for He 

shall save His people from their sins.  We saw the Word of God affirm the reality of Him as the Christ.  

We saw the way prepared for Him by John the Baptist – “Repent for the kingdom of heaven is at hand; 

the King is at hand.”   We saw very clearly the Lord Jesus call for repentance also.  We saw him teach 

truths concerning himself in the kingdom.  We saw we could only enter through Him, the narrow gate.  

Very clearly the Lord Jesus as we see in Matthew had come to those who were sitting in darkness and 

they saw a great light.  They were sitting in the shadow of death; they were a nation that believed they 

were following the God of Scripture, and yet they were sitting in darkness.  And God graciously comes in 

their midst and shares the truth, to confront their wrong views of what they’ve been taught and 

concerning their sin.  And we saw very clearly as the person of Christ was affirmed through the message 

that was spoken, it was also affirmed through the miraculous which affirmed.  And we saw those 

miraculous deeds as we will see today, just shadowing and giving us understanding of how God heals us 

spiritually from man’s sinful state of being blind to one’s sin.    

We saw very clearly the rejection of Christ by the present generation.  We saw the Lord Jesus mourning 

“Woe to you Chorazin and Bethsaida!”  As He says woe to them because they had seen the mighty 

deeds and heard the truth and yet they had not repented.  We saw that the present generation was 

indifferent.  We saw the Lord gave them over; that they had an opportunity to hear, and yet they closed 

their ears and closed their eyes, so the Lord hardened their hearts; closing their ears and eyes to the 

truth.  And He began to speak in parables so that hearing they wouldn’t hear, and we saw very clearly 

that He would explain those parables to His disciples.  We saw the religious leaders who had hatred for 

him planning to destroy Him, to trip Him up in any way. We saw Jesus retreat as often as possible from 

the multitudes to teach His disciples.  We saw His heart towards the ultimate mission in which He came; 

which was to come and give His life a ransom; to serve, not to be served, but to give His life a ransom for 

many.   

And three years have passed and we’ve come to the last week of our Lord Jesus’ life on earth.  We see 

here it is a turning point in the book of Matthew, it is extremely important.  We see within all the 

gospels at least or more than a third of the gospel text is devoted to the last week of our Lord Jesus’ life.   

Now last week we saw the Lord come down just as we saw Him the last few months coming from Galilee 

through Perea, then Jericho, and then approaching Jerusalem for the final time.  We saw at this point 

what we would call the triumphal entry as He came down the Mount of Olives and came into the city.  

Unfortunately we saw it was not a triumphal entry like a conquering general.  We saw the Lord designed 

it to be much different.   He was on a donkey; He was coming in humility.   We see the Servant King, who 

would come to suffer and die for us.   We saw him in the book of Luke weeping as He came into the city.  

We saw the peoples caught up in rightful praise of the Lord Jesus Christ; “Hosanna!  Save now I pray, 
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Son of David.”  Yet unfortunately, the same people, shouting “Hosanna” rightfully, would within a week 

be saying, “crucify him.”  We saw very clearly that one could come alongside the true worship of God 

and yet not truly be saved.  Jesus is now at His final destination.  Today we are going to see the account 

of His entrance into the temple; the first of many visits He would make throughout the week before He 

would be crucified.   

So, with that in mind, would you turn in your Bibles with me to Matthew chapter 21 and we are going to 

see the Lord demonstrate His authority in His temple.  And we need to ask the question of ourselves as 

we look through this passage “By whose authority do we do what we do, in every decision, everyday.”  

Matthew 21:12, 

" 12 And Jesus entered the temple and cast out all those who were buying and selling in 

the temple, and overturned the tables of the moneychangers and the seats of those 

who were selling doves. 13 And He said to them, "It is written, 'My house shall be called 

a house of prayer'; but you are making it a robbers' den." 14 And the blind and the 

lame came to Him in the temple, and He healed them. 15 But when the chief priests 

and the scribes saw the wonderful things that He had done, and the children who were 

crying out in the temple and saying, "Hosanna to the Son of David," they became 

indignant, 16 and said to Him, "Do You hear what these are saying?" And Jesus said to 

them, "Yes; have you never read, 'Out of the mouth of infants and nursing babes Thou 

hast prepared praise for Thyself'?" 17 And He left them and went out of the city to 

Bethany, and lodged there. [Matthew 21:12-17] 

Today we are going to look at what appears to be the second cleansing of the temple.  John records in 

the beginning of his gospel that Jesus cleansed the temple with a whip in the beginning of His ministry, a 

little less than three years before this.  Now what’s very interesting, is there is a stark contrast between 

what we saw last week, and this week. Jesus arriving in humility as a servant on a donkey; the servant 

gentle King; but here we see him righteously indignant at sin.  He does not appear to be acting in 

gentleness; He appears to be acting in authoritative force.  We’re not used to seeing Jesus with such 

righteous indignation, and indeed many people have made a false Jesus in their minds; one who was a 

gentle Jesus who tolerates anything and everything.  Yet this same false Jesus doesn’t tolerate if one 

infringes on one’s rights.  But this is not like the true Jesus.  The true Jesus presented in Scripture 

actually is the Jesus the world hates, John 15.  The true Jesus here is forcefully and righteously, as we 

will see, dealing with sin.  And I think more appropriately Matthew presents the true Jesus rightly 

inspired by the Holy Spirit as we see, One who is in charge overall, especially the religious leaders who 

were in charge of Israel and their whole religious theocracy; that He is the King, the King of the Jews.  He 

is the King of Kings as we will see, and Lord of Lords.  Now some of you might be saying, as you look at 

this passage “What are you talking about authority? I don’t see much authority spoken of in this 

passage.”  And I want to point out in the flow of the context of this book that I believe this is speaking of 

authority.  If you look down a little farther in verse 23 of Matthew 21, we see the response related to a 

different point of the chief priests and elders.  Verse 23,  
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23 And when He had come into the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the 

people came to Him as He was teaching, and said, "By what authority are You doing 

these things, and who gave You this authority?" [Matthew 21:23] 

The reality is our passage is about the authoritative Christ who has authority over His temple.  He has 

authority over all.  And He is challenging the authority of the Pharisees and they, as we will see next 

week, challenge His authority and He will unveil their sin, as we’ll look at Lord willing next week.  This 

passage is about Jesus manifesting His authority, and I believe we are going to see three things today; 

that Jesus first of all reveals and demonstrates His divine authority to condemn sinful behavior.  He has 

the authority as God, as the Lord of lords and King, to condemn sin in mankind.  He also has the 

authority to compassionately heal.  And He has the authority alone to be worshiped as God.  And we will 

see those things flow together. As we are forgiven from sin by His compassion, we worship the living 

God who forgave us.   

Okay, with that in mind, how do we live each day?  By what authority do I say I’m going to do this or I’m 

going to do that, in every area of my life? Back to our passage, verse 12; “And Jesus entered the temple 

and cast out all who were buying and selling in the temple, and overturned the tables of the 

moneychangers and the seats of those who were selling doves. 13 And He said to them, "It is written, 

'My house shall be called a house of prayer'; but you are making it a robbers' den."  Now before we 

begin our in-depth look at this passage we need to address a few contextual issues, which will help us 

understand and interpret the passage rightly.  First of all, the order in which this is presented is not the 

same order as in the book of Mark.  In the Gospel of Mark we see Jesus after the triumphal entry 

peaking around at the temple because it is late and then retreating back to Bethany.  “Retreats” is not a 

good word; going back to Bethany.  And then we see the next day He curses a fig tree and then enters 

the temple again.  Turn to Mark chapter 11; and by the way these accounts are in Mark chapter 11, Luke 

chapter 19, and also in our portion in Matthew 21.   So, Mark chapter 11, and let’s look at verse 11.  

Mark chapter 11, verse 11; and by the way if you’ve read on in Matthew you’ll realize the account of the 

fig tree is after this portion we see him cleansing the temple, it’s important.  So here, Mark chapter 11, 

verse 11, 

 11 And He entered Jerusalem and came into the temple (this is right after the triumphal 

entry); and after looking all around, He departed for Bethany with the twelve, since it 

was already late. 12 And on the next day, when they had departed from Bethany, He 

became hungry. 13 And seeing at a distance a fig tree in leaf, He went to see if perhaps 

He would find anything on it; and when He came to it, He found nothing but leaves, for 

it was not the season for figs. 14 And He answered and said to it, "May no one ever eat 

fruit from you again!" And His disciples were listening.  [Mark 11:11-14] 

 So Matthew has a different scenario here, and this leads me to two different possibilities.  And I spent a 

lot of time studying the scenarios between all three Gospels.  So first of all, the first possibility is it’s 

quite clear that Jesus, if you read through each gospel, that He came to the temple multiple times 

throughout this final week. And in each night He went back to Bethany on the Mount of Olives to lodge 
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with Lazarus and his sisters at night.  And so it’s possible that He did cleansing on multiple days.  That’s 

one possibility; I can’t write that off from the text, although there are very few people that would agree 

that.  Yet I think a stronger case can be made for the fact that Matthew places this account right after 

the triumphal entry for emphasis.  That in the book of Matthew, inspired by the Holy Spirit, the point 

that he (inspired by the Spirit) wants to make is that Jesus has full authority.  And that’s probably the 

most likely case.  But either way we see the clear account of Jesus cleansing the temple.   

He has arrived humbly on a donkey, and as we saw in Luke two weeks ago, He was weeping.  He looks 

around the temple and He goes back to Bethany.  The next morning He is on His way to the temple and 

He curses the fig tree, as we just read.   Then He enters the temple and we have this account as we see 

right here. Now there is some more context that we need to understand also; some historical context to 

help us frame and understand what’s being said here. We need to understand the layout of the temple 

at this time, or what was called Herod’s temple.  This was the temple that the Jews had rebuilt after they 

had been exiled and came back to the land; and yet this temple had been refurbished (or some said 

rebuilt) by Herod in magnificent fashion in the first century. Now in this temple, we need to understand 

the complex so that we can see what’s going on in our passage.  In the middle of the complex there 

were two rooms, they were small rooms; there was the Holy Place where only the priests could go, and 

then there was the Most Holy Place where the high priest would go once a year on the day of 

atonement.  And then around these two magnificent buildings or rooms you have an ever-increasing 

area of concentric courts.  The next court out was the Court of Israel where only Jewish men could go, 

and then there was the Court of the Women where only Jewish women could go, and then there was 

the outer large court, the Court of the Gentiles, which was really large; it was three hundred yards-ish by 

two hundred and fifty yards – it was a large area.  And that’s the area of the temple that we’re seeing 

this happen today.  The outer larger court it had, as we will see, had become a loud religious 

marketplace or bazaar.  

So with that in mind, notice first of all, Jesus authoritatively reproves these religious hypocrites, who are 

using His temple for gain, by casting them out.  Verse 12 back in our passage - " And Jesus entered the 

temple and cast out all those who were buying and selling in the temple, and overturned the tables of 

the moneychangers and the seats of those who were selling doves.”[Matthew 21:12]  It’s hard to 

understand this passage the way it’s being said, but it appears to be first of all He cast all the bad guys 

out, and then He went in and flipped over their tables and knocked over their chairs.  That is what it 

appears to be.  Either way, whether He did it all at the same time, or He did the first thing; the point is 

He cast them out.  All those who were buying and selling, and overturned the tables of the 

moneychangers, and the seats of those who were selling doves.   You see, this was during the time of 

the feast, it was during Passover week; and there would be many people coming to Jerusalem and they 

were to bring and offer sacrificial animals according to the law.  Those sacrifices, which we know, point 

towards the true sacrifice, Jesus Christ.  And yet we see here the religious leaders had basically turned 

the temple complex into a money making venture.   

Ultimately Jesus will say as we have read that they have made it into a robbers’ den; a den, a place 

where robbers hide. They are hiding behind this. Their wickedness is hidden behind their religiousness.  
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A house of robbers, a robbers’ den, and as Jesus shared in John chapter 2, verse 16 the first time He 

cleansed it; it had become a house of merchandise.  You see, these wicked religious leaders had turned 

this Court of the Gentiles, which they, by the way, historically speaking, they considered it to be unclean 

anyway and they had turned it into this place of merchandise where animals would be bought and sold 

for sacrifice at exorbitant rates, sometimes ten times the cost.  And money would be exchanged because 

you had to use the temple currency to pay the temple tax and to buy the animals.  And they would 

exchange it at exorbitant rates also.  Some people say they would do this at almost 10 times what it was 

worth.   

Now you could’ve brought your own animal according to the law, to be inspected by the priests, for 

sacrifice.  But it was fairly well known historically speaking that they would reject those animals for 

fallacious reasons.  They would find a reason to reject it so that you would have to buy your animal from 

them in this huge moneymaking religious operation.  There was a network, so you could buy and sell 

with their money system.  It was totally corrupt.  And historically it is understood that Annas, the High 

Priest, with his sons, were over this whole temple merchandising business and one historian notes that 

it was called the bazaar of Annas.   And certainly we see God affirms that in His Word, they were buying 

and selling and they were changing money.    

So what does Jesus do when He enters the temple?  First of all, He casts out all who were buying and 

selling.  Not a few, He casts out all; every single person involved in this wickedness was cast out of the 

temple.  This would’ve taken a little bit of time and some doing. It’s not like there was one table and one 

guy selling doves or animals.  This was a large area and it was said that there might’ve been as much as a 

thousand people in that area.  It was a large area and Jesus first of all, very simply put by Matthew, He 

cast out all who were buying and selling.   

Now I find it quite amazing that with this many people, with so much at stake involving their business, 

they didn’t put up a fight in this.  Now certainly we know the people fear the Lord God, and the leaders 

feared Jesus because of how the people responded to Him, so there was an element of that, but I think 

there’s something more to it.  I find it’s amazing that when Jesus, God in human flesh, asserts His 

authority we see very clearly that man can do nothing in opposition.  Think for instance in John 18, turn 

there for a second; on the night Jesus was betrayed we see in His humanity His authoritative deity.  And 

we see in that context although He was voluntarily submitting, He was totally in charge as God.  John 

18:2,  

2 Now Judas also, who was betraying Him, knew the place; for Jesus had often met 

there with His disciples.  3 Judas then, having received the Roman cohort (that’s a 

bunch Roman soldiers), and officers from the chief priests and the Pharisees (that’s 

Temple police basically), came there with lanterns and torches and weapons. 4 Jesus 

therefore, knowing all the things that were coming upon Him, went forth, and said to 

them, "Whom do you seek?" 5 They answered Him, "Jesus the Nazarene." He said to 

them, "I am He." And Judas also who was betraying Him, was standing with them. 6 
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When therefore He said to them, "I am He," they drew back, and fell to the ground. 7  

[John 18:2-7] 

There were times when Jesus’ absolute authority as God affected mankind even His humanity.   And I’m 

not sure of the situation there, because all we see in Scriptures is that He cast them out, but the reality 

is that there were a lot that He cast out; but He cast out every single one of them.   Can you see the 

picture?  God comes into His temple, He finds them wickedly using it for their own wicked gain; 

hypocritical corruption where they are using religion to get to veil their greed and hypocrisy.  And 

they’re actually using the truth of the living God from the Old Testament to do it!  And Jesus righteously, 

with indignation, casts them out, and He overturns the tables of the moneychangers, and the seats of 

those were selling doves.   We see this was a righteous response to their wickedness.  

 Now, on a side note, don’t ever use this example as a vindication for getting angry at sinful people; you 

go into somewhere and you see them there and you overturn the tables and you say “Well, the Lord did 

that.”   Don’t do that.   First of all you’re not the Lord, neither am I.  And secondly, the anger of man 

does not achieve the righteousness of God; we see that in the book of James.  Jesus, God in flesh, has 

come to His house which is totally corrupt, and He is in His final week before He voluntarily gives over 

His life; He is establishing His authority as the King of kings and Lord of lords over all.  And He begins by 

cleansing out this temple.  And you know, there is something interesting He did also; turn back to Mark 

chapter 11 again.  Look at verse 15; we have an extra element of the account from the book of Mark 

11:15, 

And they came to Jerusalem. And He entered the temple and began to cast out those 

who were buying and selling in the temple, (and Mark says it in such a way that it 

wasn’t just lickety-split that they were all cast out; He began to cast them out – it was a 

process.  He went through systematically and cast out all who were buying and selling 

and we see here He) overturned the tables of the moneychangers and the seats of 

those who were selling doves; (and look at verse 16) 16 and He would not permit 

anyone to carry goods through the temple. [Mark 11:15] 

You see, this court was quite large; it was basically in an area where you can cut through it to get to the 

city, and people would do that regularly.  They would cut through that area of the temple and it would 

shorten their walk.  And Jesus in no way would allow anyone to flippantly enter His temple. And He was 

preventing them; Mark chapter 11, verse 16 “He would not permit anyone to carry goods through the 

temple.”   Jesus is in full control.  He has taken back His house from those who are wicked.  We see His 

righteous indignation.  We see very clearly the Lord God would not permit anyone to go through, and He 

casts out all of those who are using it for wicked gain.  Jesus is in full control; He has taken full authority.  

And in this context we see God in human flesh authoritatively, with no challenge, addressing the 

wickedness in sin in His temple.   

Now, He will be challenged by the Pharisees later, we will see that, and He will address them, the 

religious leaders; but notice as the Lord is doing this, He validates what He is doing by His all-powerful 
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Word.  Back to Matthew chapter 21, verse 12, “12 And Jesus entered the temple and cast out all those 

who were buying and selling in the temple, and overturned the tables of the moneychangers and the 

seats of those who were selling doves.” Verse 13, “13 And He said to them, "It is written, 'My house shall 

be called a house of prayer'; but you are making it a robbers' den." [Matthew 21:12-13]  

Here the Lord God is validating His righteous indignation with His own Word; Isaiah 56:7, and as Bob 

read, Jeremiah chapter 7, verse 11.  Now Matthew doesn’t quote the full quote from Jeremiah as Mark 

does.  But in Mark we see He says “My house shall be called the house of prayer” and it says there also 

in Jeremiah “for all the nations. “  You see, and this really lines up with the fact that they are in the Court 

of the Gentiles; that God’s plan was for the nations to be able to come in and pray and learn about the 

living God. And they had turned it into a robbers’ den; they were just like those He condemned back in 

Jeremiah chapter 7, where we see that Jerusalem and Judah were wicked, they were in an apostate 

state on their way to exile. And the Lord shares the same thing with them and He now brings it up with 

these who are making it into a robbers’ den; a place where thieves congregate and hide.  And there are 

a lot of robbers’ dens out there these days; you can watch them on TV as they try to make money under 

the guise of serving Jesus Christ.  My house shall be called a house of prayer, but you are making it -for 

all the nations – but you are making it a robbers’ den. It would be a place for the nations to pray. A place 

for the nations to exhibit humble dependence on the living God in the context of prayer.  Jesus had 

thrown out these robbers and those who would flippantly carry their stuff through His temple; and no 

one challenges Him, He is in complete authority.  Yet what’s so amazing is that within a week the Lord 

Jesus, in complete authority, will relinquish that authority (at least humanly speaking) and do the 

Father’s will and allow them to take Him.  Turn up to John 19:9, this is when Jesus had been arrested 

and He was going through the trials before His crucifixion, and He is taken before Pilot. John 19:9, 

9 and he entered into the Praetorium again, and said to Jesus (that’s Pilot who had 

entered and said to Jesus), "Where are You from?" But Jesus gave him no answer. 10 

Pilate therefore said to Him, "You do not speak to me? Do You not know that I have 

authority (that’s that same word “authority”) to release You, and I have authority to 

crucify You?" 11 Jesus answered, "You would have no authority over Me, unless it had 

been given you from above; [John 19:9-11] 

The Lord is in complete authority, and He is exhibiting that; although He would yield that to allow sinful 

man according to the Father’s plan to deliver Him up to be crucified for our sins. So why is this so 

important?  Why is the section so important in the book of Matthew?  Why is it such a pinnacle portion?   

Why does Matthew place it first? Why is it so emphasized? I believe it’s so emphasized because of what 

I said over and over again today; that it reveals His authority.  

Indeed, Scripture reveals the same thing; go up to the end of the book of Matthew, Matthew 28:18. This 

is after Jesus had risen from the dead.   

18 And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, "All (What? Authority. All) authority 

has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 19  [Matthew 28:18] 
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All authority given to Christ on heaven and on earth.  It’s really clear from the Word of God that Jesus 

has authority over everything, which includes you and I.  All authority has been given.  And He says go 

therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son 

and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I commanded you. All authority has been given; 

therefore go, affirm they are saved by baptizing and then teach them everything I’ve commanded you.  

Colossians 2:9, 

9 For in Him all the fulness of Deity dwells in bodily form, 10 and in Him you have been 

made complete, and He is the head over all rule and authority; [Colossians 2:9-10] 

Christ is above all.  He is the authority over everything.  Indeed we see in Scripture that He is Lord of all.  

Listen to Peter’s gospel presentation to the first Gentile who would be saved; Acts chapter 10.  Let’s turn 

there, Acts chapter 10, verse 34.  Acts 10, and the Scripture says, verse 34, 

34 And opening his mouth, Peter said: "I most certainly understand now that God is not 

one to show partiality, 35 but in every nation the man who fears Him and does what is 

right, is welcome to Him. 36 "The word which He sent to the sons of Israel, preaching 

peace through Jesus Christ (Notice what He says here.) (He is Lord of all) (He is Lord of 

all.)— 37 you yourselves know the thing which took place throughout all Judea, starting 

from Galilee, after the baptism which John proclaimed. 38 You know of Jesus of 

Nazareth, how God anointed Him with the Holy Spirit and with power, and how He 

went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was 

with Him. 39 We are witnesses of all the things He did both in the land of the Jews and 

in Jerusalem. They also put Him to death by hanging Him on a cross. 40 God raised Him 

up on the third day and granted that He become visible, 41 not to all the people, but to 

witnesses who were chosen beforehand by God, that is, to us who ate and drank with 

Him after He arose from the dead. 42 And He ordered us to preach to the people, and 

solemnly to testify that this is the One who has been appointed by God as Judge of the 

living and the dead. 43 Of Him all the prophets bear witness that through His name 

everyone who believes in Him receives forgiveness of sins.”[Acts 10:34-43] 

He starts out with His gospel presentation; Jesus Christ, He is Lord of all. A very familiar passage 

Philippians chapter 2; turn there with me. Philippians chapter 2, it’s the section after what we looked at 

last week, as we took a quick break from Matthew. Philippians chapter 2, verse 5; let’s look at that, 

5 Have this attitude (or the mind, thinking, have this thinking) in yourselves which was 

also in Christ Jesus, 6 who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard 

equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied Himself, taking the form of a 

bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in appearance 

as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient (Have you ever humbled yourself 

by obeying God? Have this same attitude, right?  And he said, He humbled Himself by 

becoming obedient.) to the point of death, even death on a cross. 9 Therefore also God 
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highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name, 10 that 

at the name of Jesus (and that really, we’ve stated this before, that the name that Jesus 

possesses, or bears.  It’s a possessive.  At Jesus’ name, the name He possesses) every 

knee should bow, of those who are in heaven, and on earth, and under the earth, 11 

and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 

Father. [Philippians 2:5-11] 

To truly be saved you need to recognize that Jesus Christ is Lord.  One last passage, Romans chapter 10; 

let’s turn there together.  You can’t come to Christ for salvation and still be Lord of your life.   If you hold 

onto your life, you’re going to lose your life.  If you hold onto your sinful life, you will die in your sins, 

and you will lose.   But if you give up yourself, go to Christ in repentance and faith, He will give you life.  

Romans 10:8, 

8 But what does it say? "The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart "-- that 

is, the word of faith which we are preaching, 9 that if you confess with your mouth 

Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you shall 

be saved; 10 for with the heart man believes, (see the recognition of His Lordship is a 

recognition that I’m not Lord, and that’s at the core of my sinfulness, right? In that, 

inherent to that is the reality of acknowledging sin.  If you confess with your mouth 

Jesus is Lord, and believe in your heart God raised Him from the dead, you shall be 

saved for with the heart man believes.) resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth 

he confesses, resulting in salvation. 11 For the Scripture says, (And this is beautiful.) 

"Whoever believes in Him will not be disappointed." 12 For there is no distinction 

between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord (Is what?) is Lord of all, abounding (We see 

here very clearly. Lord of all, abounding..) in riches for all who call upon Him; 13 for 

"Whoever will call upon the name of the LORD will be saved." [Romans 10:8-13] 

As you have received Jesus as Lord (Colossians 2:6) so walk in Him. Why is this passage so relevant? 

Because a gentle humble Jesus goes into His temple and takes full control because He is Lord of all.  He 

is demonstrating that in His final week, before He voluntarily submits Himself according to the Father’s 

will, to die for our sins; but until that point He exhibits His Lordship and absolute sovereignty over all the 

things in His temple.  He is in absolute control, and we see from our passage that He has the absolute 

right as Lord to confront sin.  He has the absolute right to confront sin in us. Jesus says the absolute right 

to confront sin in every area of our lives.  He is Lord of all.  He has the absolute right to tell us how to 

interact through His Word with government; to pay taxes, how we are to work.  He is Lord of all.  He has 

the absolute right to tell us how to interact with friends and family; He is Lord of all. He has the absolute 

right to tell us how His church should be run.  I find it amazing so many churches do whatever they want, 

by their own authority, not from the authority revealed in the Word of God.  He has the absolute right 

to address every decision in our lives; He is Lord of all.  He has the absolute right to confront sin through  

His Word in our lives; He is Lord of all.   And there will be a day, if you reject His authority now, He will 

judge you for your sin; when every knee will bow and every tongue will confess that He is Lord.  He will 
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cast you out to outer darkness.  He will cast you out to hell because He is Lord; He has authority to do 

so.  Don’t fear man, but fear Him who can destroy both body and soul in hell.  But the same God, who 

whips up and takes out and cleaned out His temple, is the same God who compassionately brings 

forgiveness of sins.   

How does Jesus reveal His authority today to us?  Through His authoritative Word. God speaks through 

His Word and we have no choice when it is rightly divided in its right context not to obey.  We have no 

choice whether I’m going to obey that or not.  As God’s true children we hear His voice.  Jesus said My 

sheep hear My voice.  When someone is teaching you the Word of God rightly divided, it is 

authoritative.  We don’t have an option to obey it or not.  God’s Word has authority over us.  The 

question is will we submit to that authority.   Indeed, when someone comes to confront you concerning 

your behavior based on God’s word, in the right manner, in the right way, based on His Word, you have 

no right not to listen and respond.  Some might say “Don’t judge me.”  Don’t take that out of context 

please.  God through His Word does judge us; and we by His Word make judgments for good, we see.   

And we need to respond when someone comes and admonishes us with the Word of God; we need to 

respond.  Do you believe God’s Word is authoritative over every area of your life?   Those who do not 

know Christ do not subject themselves to Christ; they do not submit to Him.  So I want to ask you, by 

what authority do you do what you do every single day?  Do you submit to the authority of God’s Word, 

and thus Christ?  That’s why we preach God’s Word here.  We have no authority; I’m not going to show 

you movies about Spurgeon or whatever.  I’m going to share the Word of God.  I’m not going to show 

you movies about this and that; we’re going to share the Word of God.  God’s Word has authority.  

When the apostle Paul talks to Titus after he shares the doctrine that he should be teaching, he says this 

in Titus 2:15, 

15 These things speak and exhort and reprove with all authority. Let no one disregard 

you. [Titus 2:15] 

So I want to ask you, what’s the authority in your life?  Jesus has authority to condemn sinful behavior in 

our lives; yet this same God who condemns sin, is the same God who went to die for our sins.  And if you 

turn to Him as Lord in repentance and faith, He will save you from your sins.  He will forgive you from 

your sins.  You see, we’re going to see that; that very clearly after He addresses sin, He compassionately 

heals.  Look back at our passage in Matthew chapter 21.  And I love the flow because we see three 

different events in this portion, and each one of these events are “in the temple.”  And we need to see 

that; they are “in the temple.”   Back to Matthew 21:12, I’m going to read through verse 14,  " 12 And 

Jesus entered the temple and cast out all those who were buying and selling in the temple, and 

overturned the tables of the moneychangers and the seats of those who were selling doves. 13 And He 

said to them, "It is written, 'My house shall be called a house of prayer'; but you are making it a robbers' 

den.’ " (Then look at verse 14 )“14 And the blind and the lame came to Him in the temple, and He healed 

them.  [Matthew 21:12-14] 

Folks, it would be really easy to pass by this statement and not think about what is really being said 

here.  It would be really easy to say, “Okay, He’s doing more healing.”  It’s very important; not just 
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because it’s miraculous, because He is God and only God can open blind eyes. It’s amazing here because 

if you understood the atmosphere of Israel’s theocracy under their false teaching, no one who had a 

physical handicap would ever be allowed in the temple.  You see, their view was if you had a physical 

handicap you were in sin; even the disciples fell under that -John chapter 9, let’s turn there for second.   

They even understood this wrong theology, or they believed this wrong theology, and Jesus has to 

correct them; and they’re willing to be corrected, as we should too if we have wrong theology.  John 

chapter 9, 

 1 And as He passed by, He saw a man blind from birth. 2 And His disciples asked Him, 

saying, "Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he should be born blind?" 

[John 9:1] 

You see the prevailing view in Israel was that if you had some type of deformity, or something, you were 

in sin in some manner or other.  And here in our passage we have the blind and the lame coming to Him 

in the temple.  Coming to Him in the temple.  What a wonderful, wonderful thing.  You see if you 

recognize your blindness, you recognize your lameness, and you come to Christ, He’s not going to cast 

you out.  He’s not going to cast you out.  If you recognize, as we’ve seen all throughout the Gospel of 

Matthew, as these things symbolize and point to our spiritual blindness and our lameness apart from 

Christ. If you come to Christ believing (and certainly they had to believe that He can heal them if they 

would come to Him) and they would take that risk to go in the temple where they were forbidden to be, 

and go to Jesus.  Jesus is a compassionate God, although He is fierce with sin; He will drive you away 

eternally in punishment. He is also compassionate if you recognize your need for salvation.  He’ll forgive 

you; He won’t cast you out.  If you’re overburdened by religious hypocrisy, like these Jews, if you come 

to Him, He will not cast you out.  You see very clearly in John chapter 1, verse 12 

12 But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right (That’s the word authority; 

the authority) to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name,  

[John 1:12] 

Matthew 11:28 , 

"Come to Me (Jesus says), all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest."  

[Matthew 11:28] 

 

Not only did Jesus cast out the hypocrites, those in sin; He received those who needed compassion.  He 

was merciful and kind in His temple - that picture of our need for Savior because of our sin.  And lastly 

we see in this passage that He clearly shows His authority to receive worship as God.  Verse 14  - “14 And 

the blind and the lame came to Him in the temple, and He healed them.”  This is in the temple “15 But 

when the chief priests and the scribes saw.” Now they were the leader guys, they were the leaders; we’ll 

talk about them in a minute.  But they were the ones in control and they’re back in the background; they 

control the whole complex, they control everything, they control Israel.  When the chief priests and 
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scribes saw, and I love how Matthew writes this… “the wonderful things that He had done,” Isn’t that 

wonderful? “they became indignant, 16 and said to Him, "Do You hear what these are saying?" And Jesus 

said to them, "Yes; have you never read, 'Out of the mouth of infants and nursing babes Thou hast 

prepared praise for Thyself?'"  [Matthew 21: 14-16] 

There were those who were merchandising a relationship with God, they were extorting the people – 

they were kicked out by Jesus; there were those who took the temple lightly, crossing through - and 

Jesus would not permit them go through; and there were those in true need in spite of the pressure of 

the time, rejecting that – who went to Christ to be healed.  And now these chief priests come to Him and 

the scribes. The term “chief priests” described really a group of people - the high priest, any ex-high 

priest, the captain of the temple, and sometimes other priests. It also included at times the Seventy; the 

Sanhedrin.  These were the top religious guys; they were not your ordinary priests.  Therefore as we see 

in Israel, because it was a theocracy, they had control over the whole nation.  And then the term 

“scribes” are the people, they were not priests; they were those who were learned in the law, they were 

the experts in the Scriptures, they were Israel’s theologians to support the false theology of the priests 

who ruled.  Do you remember who Jesus said would deliver him up?  Back a little bit in Matthew 20:18,   

18 "Behold, (this was when He was on His way, telling His disciples) we are going up to 

Jerusalem; and the Son of Man will be delivered to (Who does it say?) the chief priests 

and scribes, and they will condemn Him to death, 19 and will deliver Him to the 

Gentiles to mock and scourge and crucify Him, and on the third day He will be raised 

up." [Matthew 20:18-19] 

So what are we seeing our passage? These scribes and these leaders become indignant; the word speaks 

of extreme vexation or displeasure.  They are upset, they are hot at what they’re seeing; and the 

wonderful thing we see here (as Matthew says), the wonderful things that Jesus had done. That’s what 

they are upset at.  What were these wonderful things? Certainly they can include the righteous 

indignation of Christ, casting out those who were buying and selling.  Certainly it would include Him 

stopping those from cutting through the temple.  And very directly in context it would certainly include 

the healing of the blind and the lame, and that’s what I think the focus is.  Wonderful things. Wonderful 

things.  It’s a wonderful thing when God reveals sin.  It’s a wonderful thing when God reveals salvation.  

But they became indignant.  They also became indignant at the children who were crying out in the 

temple saying and saying “Hosanna, Son of David;” they became indignant. The term “children” here is 

not of a small child; it usually was used to speak of a young boy possibly just 12-13 years old, and it 

could be spoken about a girl, but most of the time it spoke of boys.  And they were probably teenage 

age, and they were going around in the temple after everyone had been cast out and Jesus had full 

control; they were saying “Hosanna to the Son of David.”  And we saw two weeks ago very clearly the 

word “Hosanna” from Psalm 118 spoke of literally from the Hebrew “save now I pray.”  Save now I pray, 

Son of David, You’re the Messiah, You’re the one in the line of David will rule forever.  Save now, and 

they’re walking around; they are probably mimicking what was being said in the streets as we saw on 

the entry.   
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And the Pharisees, or the leaders, are indignant; they’re indignant.  What do they say to Jesus,  “Do you 

hear what these are saying?” [Matthew 21:16] Here is a direct challenge to the worship of the living God 

by these religious leaders.  And notice how Jesus responds, I love this, and He said to them “Yes”.  You 

bet He hears it.  You bet He hears the worship of Himself.  You bet God hears that.  He’s fully aware of 

what they are saying.   And it’s not sin; it is rightful praise, and He is allowing it to continue.  Clearly at 

this point it affirms that Jesus Christ is in charge; and He is God, He is worthy of praise. Only God is to be 

worshiped.  And then He reproves them with His Word – “Have you never read?”  This is an absolute 

reproof.  You scribes - you are the experts; you are the leaders, “Have you never read?” And He quotes 

Psalm 8 “Out of the mouths of infants and nursing babes Thou hast prepared praise for Thyself.”   These 

aren’t even babes, these are older kids, you see.  And He says if babes offer praise, we see very clearly 

that He’s going to allow these to praise.  Psalm 8, verse 1,  

1 A Psalm of David. O Lord, our Lord, How majestic is Thy name in all the earth, Who 

hast displayed Thy splendor above the heavens! 2 From the mouth of infants and 

nursing babes Thou hast established strength,  [Psalm 8:1-2] 

Psalm 8 is about the Majestic One.   And He uses that psalm to reveal that He is the Majestic One worthy 

of praise.  “Haven’t you ever read?”  Do you remember when Jesus said to the Pharisees when He was 

entering the city?  Luke chapter 19, 

And some of the Pharisees in the multitude said to Him, "Teacher, rebuke Your 

disciples." 40 And He answered and said, "I tell you, if these become silent, the stones 

will cry out!" [Luke 19:39-40] 

Jesus is worthy of receiving praise. He’s in charge.  He is the center of the temple.  He is the focus. In 

effect Jesus is saying, “I won’t shut them up. You’re not In charge, I am.  And My Word reveals I have 

prepared praise.  Even out of the lips of babes.”   He is the Majestic One.  

It’s been a full day; we see in verse 17, “17 And He left them and went out of the city to Bethany, and 

lodged there.” [Matthew 21:17] What an amazing day. God in human flesh has come to His house, His 

temple. Those who were merchandising a relationship with Him, those who were extorting the people, 

were kicked out.  Those had taken lightly the temple were blocked from crossing through. And those 

truly in need who came to Jesus were healed.  And the religious leaders can’t stop the worship of Christ.  

Who has absolute authority over you? Where do you stand in relationship to the authority of Christ? 

Jesus has authority to confront our sinful behavior. He has authority to confront sin. He’s also merciful 

and has authority to save and heal.  And He has full authority to worship. Where do you stand?  You see, 

He confronts sin through His Word right now; and He will confront sin. If you reject Him, He will confront 

your sin. If you die in your sins, He will confront it and He will eternally cast you out into punishment.  

He has authority to do so.  Fear God. But the same One who has authority to do so, came and gave His 

life for us; this Lord of all, this gracious God gave His life, He died for our sins. The same God is 

compassionate; if you come to Him humbly, with nothing, recognizing your sin that He’s confronted, 

your need for Savior.  You cry out to Him - He will save you.  He’s compassionate. And you’ll be like 
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those kids praising the Lord Jesus, “Hosanna to the Son of David.”  That’s why we come here to praise 

Him for what He’s done, to praise the living God. Jesus is Lord of all; every tongue, every knee will bow, 

every tongue will confess to the glory of the Father.   

What about you and I believers?  Have you forgotten who has authority over you?  Authority.  Complete 

authority? Does the Word of God have absolute authority over every area of your life? Or are you just 

kind of winging it on your own? Does Christ have authority over you through His Word? Does He have 

authority over your time; everything you do? Does He have authority over your skills, over your family, 

over everything in your life? Does He have authority over you?  Yes, He does!  But is that being manifest 

in your life; are you submitting to His authority? I would just ask you to ask Him now, “Lord is there any 

area that I’m not yielding to Your Word, I’m not submitting to what You have said? Reveal that to me, 

Lord God; that I would turn and obey what You say. Not what someone else says, but what You say in 

Your Word for your glory and I’ll give You all the praise and worship.” 

 

Prayer 

Father, thank You for Your Word.  I thank You for the picture that we see; this truthful, rightful picture of 

Your Son, indignant with sin. Casting out those who would unrighteously use a so-called relationship 

with you to gain.  Those wicked hypocrites.  Lord everyone apart from you is a hypocrite. Everyone is in 

sin. For all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God. Father, I pray for anyone here who doesn’t 

know You, that they will recognize that Your Son is the judge; that He is Lord of all. That He will 

authoritatively, as He has declared in His Word, cast those who have rejected Him and are still their sins 

into Hell. I pray no one here would be cast out.  I pray that they would repent; that they would humbly 

come to Jesus, Your son; they would believe what You said concerning their sin and their need to believe 

in Him.  That they would trust in Jesus, He is Lord of all. And Lord, I pray for us who know You, please 

remind us. Every day renew our minds; that we would not be conformed to this world, that we wouldn’t 

think the way we used to think when Jesus wasn’t Lord in our lives.  That we would trust You in every 

area; that we would obey You in every area. That there would be no question, there would be no 

argument.  If You say not to do something, we don’t do it - because You’re Lord, by Your power and 

strength. I pray for those who think they know You and yet don’t submit. I pray that they would examine 

themselves to see if they truly know You.  Lord, thank You for Your Word.  Thank You for Your Son; it’s in 

His name we pray.  Amen. 

 

Available online at: http://www.vancouverbible.org 
COPYRIGHT (C) 2013 Vancouver Bible Fellowship 

You may reproduce this sermon transcript in its entirety for  
non-commercial purposes in accordance with 

Vancouver Bible Fellowship's Copyright Policy (http://www.vancouverbible.org/copyright.pdf). 

 

http://www.vancouverbible.org/
http://www.vancouverbible.org/copyright.pdf


Matthew 21:12-17 
Preached by Greg Lundstedt at Vancouver Bible Fellowship Church on (05/20/2012) 

 

16 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


