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Encouragement for the struggle 
 
 
Prayer 
 
Father, we praise You for the opportunity to come before You and to worship You. And Father we pray 
that You would help us set aside all our cares and thoughts, that we would cast them upon You because 
You care for us, and that we would not be focused on ourselves, but that through Your Word we’d be 
focused on You. Father we pray that You would open our hearts and minds to understand Your Word, 
we ask You by Your Spirit to convict us, if needed to reprove us, if needed to correct us, and to train us 
in righteousness, that we as a body would be adequately equipped for every good work, that You have 
preordained. Thank You for Your Word, we pray You would use it mightily in our hearts, in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 
 
 
Sermon 
 
Well for those of You here who have truly placed your faith in Jesus Christ, when you’ve trusted in Him 

for the forgiveness of sins, you most likely already know, and from experience, but hopefully from 

scripture that there are first the sufferings, then the glories to follow. When we come to faith in Jesus 

Christ we receive eternal life, we were once dead to God and now alive to Him, but within this 

wonderful gift we have the temporal sufferings for the glories to follow. Now scripture is clear that 

every true believer will suffer in this life. Now although we understand that we’re going to suffer, and 

that we will enter into the eternal glories that God has planned for us, so easily at times we get our 

focus off of Christ because of the difficulties we encounter following Christ.  

So today, I hope as we look at this passage in Philippians we’re going to be encouraged in the midst of 

the struggle, because these Philippians were in the midst of the struggle, they were co-sharers of the 

grace of God with the apostle Paul. They were functioning in a way that brought God glory and brought 

them persecution. So I hope today for those of us who will inevitably be discouraged, or for some of you 

who are discouraged, that we will be encouraged by this passage today in Philippians 1. Would you turn 

in your Bibles to Philippians 1?  

Now since we just started this series in this book, since we just started it last week, I want to go through 

the context again and remind you about who wrote this book and the context surrounding it. We see in 

first verse that the apostle Paul is the author, he claims Timothy too, but that’s just the greeting. Later 

on we see the apostle Paul speaking in the first person, he is the one writing this letter. And the apostle 

Paul is writing this letter as he says while he is in prison, he is in chains, he is under house arrest in 

Rome, we see that house arrest in the end of Acts 28. Now most likely this two years that he is under 

house arrest were between 60 and 61 A.D. to about 63 A.D. And Paul makes many references to his 

chains, and we know that Paul was most likely chained to a roman guard 24/7, and we see the work of 

God through his chains, that by God’s grace the apostle Paul shared the gospel, and many of Caesar’s 

household had come to faith, and many of the praetorian guard had come to faith. 
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And the apostle Paul sitting in the midst of what we would see as great difficulties, those things which 

could be very discouraging for us, writes this joyful letter to a group of believers that he is very, very 

fond of. We saw in Acts 16 last week that Paul, Silas, Timothy and Luke were on what we call his second 

missionary journey. They were going to go south to Asia but they were forbidden by the Holy Spirit to go 

that way. They were not allowed to go north to Turkey, and it says the Spirit of Jesus, in Acts 16, did not 

permit them. But God ultimately led them west, as the apostle Paul received a vision of a man saying 

“come help us”. And Paul went across to Troas where they were waiting, and then went across the 

Aegean Sea to Philippi to share the gospel in Europe. 

We saw the first recorded accounts of the gospel in Europe in Philippi, in Acts 16, where Lydia, down by 

the river, heard the Word of the Lord and the Lord caused her to understand and believe, and her and 

her household. And we see that as Paul shared the gospel in Philippi, there was a demonized slave-girl 

following him around, and Paul cast out the demon. And when here masters and owners saw that they 

weren’t going to make any more profit they caused a riot, and Paul and Silas were taken and beaten and 

put in prison. And while in prison, we saw in Acts 16 last week, they were praising and singing hymns to 

God. They weren’t complaining about their terrible circumstances and calling certain organizations to 

help them get out of prison, they were praising God and singing hymns. And while that was happening, 

the Lord caused an earthquake and freed them from their shackles, and the prison guard, having seen 

this, was going to commit suicide, and Paul stopped him. And he said “What sirs, what must I do to be 

saved?” And him being obviously repentant, Paul said believe in the Lord Jesus Christ and thou will be 

saved. And then it says that Paul spoke the Word to him and his household, and we see that his 

household was saved. And we have the nucleus of the Philippian church, and we’ll see later on that 

Lydia housed Paul, and that this Philippian jailer fed Paul, that they shared in the gospel, that there was 

an immediate change in their life and their heart towards those of Christ.  

Now we see, that Paul writes this letter, for many different reasons ultimately, he was very close to this 

church. In chapter 4 he thanks them for their giving to him, in certain occasions, only the Philippian 

church gave to Paul. And Paul praises God, not just for the gift, but for what God will do through the 

heart that gave that gift, that God would bless that ultimately in a spiritual sense. He was not looking for 

the finances. Now in this letter we see a couple other reasons why Paul wrote it. Certainly there was 

some difficulties, there were two woman, Euodia and Syntyche, who had shared in the gospel, and they 

were having a spat, such a large spat that the news had come through Epaphroditus to Paul. And Paul 

addresses that in chapter 4.  

And certainly in chapter 3 we see that there were false teachers that were still influencing the church. 

Paul says, beware of the dogs, beware of the evil-workers, beware of the false circumcision, and he says 

it’s no trouble for me to remind you again basically of these dangers. And certainly there were threats to 

the unity that is in the Spirit of God in the body of Christ, the Spirit of God. And Paul exhorts them to be 

united in spirit, to do nothing from selfishness. And the apostle Paul, within that encourages them to 

submit to what Christ has brought about in their lives, to be like Christ, to have this mind which was in 

Christ Jesus.  



Philippians 1:3-8 
Preached by Greg Lundstedt at Vancouver Bible Fellowship Church on 4/29/2007 

 

3 
 

Now I like what Harry Ironside writes about the book of Philippians, he says “It could be put into three 

words, Christ is all”. And he talks about the chapters, and he shares the first chapter sets forth Christ as 

our life, the second chapter, Christ as our example, third chapter is Christ as our object, and the forth 

chapter, Christ as our strength and supply. We see the letters about Christ as is the Word of God. And so 

often we make the mistake when we come to the Word of God to look for something about ourselves 

rather than the person of Christ. It is a focus on Jesus Christ, and we abiding in Him and His Word in us 

that changes a life. Philippians is about Christ, and Paul wonderfully shares what Christ has done, and 

we’ll see that today in the lives of the Philippians.  

So again would you turn in your Bibles to Philippians 1 as we see encouragement for the struggle. Now 

these are very familiar verses, many of us have memorized these verses, and I hope that God will take 

those verses and bring them to remembrance, and that today He will convict us and change us, rebuke 

us, exhort us, and train us for His glory. Now we’re going to see today that there is encouragement for 

the struggle, that Paul was so thankful for God’s work in them in the past, and he was confident that 

God would complete that work in them. Last week we looked at verses 1-2. We saw that Paul and 

Timothy shared who they were, they were bond-servants of the living God, they were doulos’s of the 

living God, the Lord Jesus Christ. They were sold out to do His will, rather than their own. And we saw 

that they were saints, this Philippian church were saints, that they were set apart unto God from sin as 

every believer is a saint. And we also saw that they were fully supplied, that Paul’s desire, not just a 

greeting, but the desire of the Lord is grace to you and peace.  

And now we see in verse 3 that Paul was thankful for God’s past work in them. Verse 3, 

3 I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, 4 always offering prayer with joy in my 

every prayer for you all, 5 in view of your participation in the gospel from the first day 

until now. [Philippians 1:3-5] 

Now as we begin our passage, one might say, maybe things were going just fine in Philippi, and there 

were no reasons to really address any problems, except maybe some bickering between those women I 

shared, Euodia and Syntyche. But however, I believe, Paul inspired by the Holy Spirit is going to 

encourage us. As we see, as we look down in chapter 1:29-30, we see what Paul says, “For to you it has 

been granted for Christ's sake, not only to believe in Him, but also to suffer for His sake,  experiencing 

the same conflict which you saw in me, and now hear to be in me.” 

I believe underlying what God is doing through the apostle Paul in this first chapter is encouraging these 

believers in their relationship with Jesus Christ. And first of all, we see that Paul is thankful for God’s 

past work in them, he says, 3 I thank my God in all my remembrance of you. As Paul sits in chains, under 

house arrest, he remembers as the Lord brings to remembrance these Philippians, this church at 

Philippi, it brings him to thank his God, in all my remembrance of you. The very thought of the Philippian 

church brings Paul before God in prayer, in thankfulness. And don’t miss where this prayer and this 

thankfulness is directed, he says “I thank MY God in all my remembrance of you”. Paul gave God the 

glory, where glory was due and credit was due to God alone. And we see throughout scripture that Paul 



Philippians 1:3-8 
Preached by Greg Lundstedt at Vancouver Bible Fellowship Church on 4/29/2007 

 

4 
 

had an ongoing heart of thankfulness, an evidence we see in Ephesians 5 of one who is being filled by 

the Spirit, yielded to the Spirit of God. We see in every one of Paul’s letter, throughout he continually 

thanks God for the work that God did in the lives of the believers. And I’ll read a couple of these.  

We have in Romans 1:8, and I’ll read these for you, and you can jot the verses down and look them up 

later, Romans 1:8, 8 First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for you all, because your faith is being 

proclaimed throughout the whole world. 1 Corinthians 1:4, 4 I thank my God always concerning you, 

for the grace of God which was given you in Christ Jesus. Ephesians 1:15, 15 For this reason I too, 

having heard of the faith in the Lord Jesus which exists among you, and your love for all the saints, 16 

do not cease giving thanks for you, while making mention of you in my prayers. Colossians 1:3, 3 We 

give thanks to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you. Philemon verse 4, 4 I 

thank my God always, making mention of you in my prayers, 5 because I hear of your love, and of the 

faith which you have toward the Lord Jesus, and toward all the saints. 1 Thessalonians 1:2, 2 We give 

thanks to God always for all of you, making mention of you in our prayers; 3 constantly bearing in 

mind your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ in the 

presence of our God and Father. 2 Thessalonians 2:13, 13 But we should always give thanks to God for 

you, brethren beloved by the Lord. 2 Timothy 1:3, 3 I thank God, whom I serve with a clear conscience 

the way my forefathers did, as I constantly remember you in my prayers night and day.  

Paul was a thankful person, Paul exhibited the fruit of a relationship with the living God. Paul gave 

thanks for the work of Christ in His people. We could learn so much from this, and I want to ask you, are 

you a thankful Christian? Are you thankful for what God has done? And I’m not saying in every little, yes, 

in everything we are to give thanks, but Paul specifically gives thanks for the body of Christ and God’s 

work, bringing about the faith in Christ and the love for the saints, the evidence. Paul had no room in His 

heart for complaining as we’ll see in chapter 2. He was a thankful man, and we see that this showed up 

in his prayer life. And I want to ask you, what are your prayers like? Do you just pray, God help me here, 

God help me do this, God this, God that, like God is a servant boy? Or are you thankful to the living God 

for what He has done through Christ. I thank God in all my remembrance of you. 

Now we need to point out some interesting observations as we move to verse 4, we see here in verse 4 

he says “always offering prayer with joy in my every prayer for you all.” It’s interesting, this word 

translated prayer, both times in this passage are not the normal word we have in scripture for prayer, 

which is proseuche, which is a standard word for praying. This word, deesis,( de eseos?) is basically the 

word that is more often than not translated as petition, request, or plea, or entreaty. He’s saying I thank 

God in all my remembrance of you, offering prayer, this idea of entreating God, with joy in my every 

entreaty for you all. It is a prayer, yes, but it is a prayer with a sense of asking God on their behalf. Not 

only is Paul thankful for them, but he is praying for them, and we see here, this thankful prayer is in the 

context, as we will see, in joy.  

I want to ask you again, what is your prayer life like? What brings you to pray? Does the faith in Christ of 

another believer has placed in your life caused you to be thankful to the living God? Does the work of 

God in the lives of His people through His Word cause you to go to your knees in thankfulness? When 
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you pray, do you petition on behalf of other believers that God has placed in your life? Even Paul asked 

other believers to pray for him, Ephesians 6, and I’ll read this for you. (It’s at the last portion of the form 

of God we looked at?). Ephesians 6:18,  

18 With all prayer (that’s proseuche, this idea of praying)  and petition (that same word 

we had earlier, that’s twice in verse 4, de eseos)  pray at all times in the Spirit, and with 

this in view, be on the alert with all perseverance and petition (that same word, de 

eseos) for all the saints,  19 and pray on my behalf, (what does he pray, that the chains 

would be loosed, that he would get a good meal, what does he pray for?) that utterance 

may be given to me in the opening of my mouth, to make known with boldness the 

mystery of the gospel,  20 for which I am an ambassador in chains; that in proclaiming 

it I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak. [Ephesians 6:18-20] 

Paul asked them to pray for him to serve and minister in the context in which God had gifted him to step 

out. Do you make entreaties for the body, or is it only save Uncle Phil’s foot? Do you make entreaties for 

things like, just help Joe get well? Is it always about the external things, the temporal things, or do you 

pray for their walk with Christ? So often we pray for traveling mercies, yes, we’re to pray about 

everything, but are we praying that a door for the Word will be opened on that trip? Paul was thankful 

for God’s work, and he petitioned God on behalf of the Philippians.  

And now as we look here, we see the context of his prayer, verse 3 again, 

3 I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, 4 always offering (this word petition) 

prayer with joy in my every (petition) prayer for you all… [Philippians 1:3-4] 

And actually in the Greek you could translate it almost literally like this “with joy, continually making the 

supplication”, with joy continually, making these petitions and supplications. Well how can Paul be 

joyful in prison, how can Paul be joyful in the midst of those chains, in the midst of a miserable physical 

existence? As Robert shared, biblical joy is not happiness the world does not understand or experience 

biblical joy. Happiness of the world is experience and circumstance driven. For the one who does not 

know Christ, for the one who has rejected Christ, they can be very happy when things go well right? Can 

be very happy, very joyful when things go well, but when things don’t go well, likewise we see they are 

not happy. The joy spoken of here in scripture is an inner joy, not circumstantial happiness, and Paul was 

a great example of that. And scripture as we will see reveals that joy is a by-product of a relationship 

with Jesus Christ.  

Again I’ll read some verses for you, you can look them up later. Psalm 16:11, 11 In Thy presence is 

fullness of joy; In Thy right hand there are pleasures forever. And certainly we’re familiar with 

Nehemiah 8:10, 10 Do not be grieved, for the joy of the LORD is your strength. Psalm 5:11, 11 But let all 

who take refuge in Thee be glad, Let them ever sing for joy. Psalm 43:3, 3 O send out Thy light and Thy 

truth, let them lead me; Let them bring me to Thy holy hill, And to Thy dwelling places. 4 Then I will go 

to the altar of God, To God my exceeding joy. Psalm 51:8, as David is pouring out his confession before 

the Lord and trusting in God’s forgiveness. He says,  8 Make me to hear joy and gladness… (verse 12 in 
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Psalm 51), 12 Restore to me the joy of Thy salvation. Psalm 71:23, 23 My lips will shout for joy when I 

sing praises to Thee; And my soul, which Thou hast redeemed. Psalm 95:1, 1 O come, let us sing for joy 

to the LORD; Let us shout joyfully to the rock of our salvation. 2 Let us come before His presence with 

thanksgiving; Let us shout joyfully to Him with psalms. 3 For the LORD is a great God, And a great King 

above all gods.  

Joy is a bi-product of a relationship with the living God, and certainly a fruit of the spirit is love, JOY, 

peace, patience, goodness, kindness, fruitfulness, all those wonderful characteristics of Christ that are 

manifest in the believer who is yielded. Joy has its deep roots in thankfulness for who God is, for what 

He has done, and what He is doing. And the apostle Paul is joyfully giving thanks in His prayer when the 

Lord brings to remembrance this Philippian church as He prays for them. Now certainly joy is bound up 

in the person of Christ, absolutely. But believers receive great joy when they see and experience the 

work of Christ in other believers through His Word. For instance, in Paul’s letter to the Thessalonians, in 

chapter 2, as he is sharing with them he says in verse 19 (1 Thessalonians 2:19), 19 For who is our hope 

or joy or crown of exultation? Is it not even you, in the presence of our Lord Jesus at His coming?  20 For 

you are our glory and joy. Very familiar passage in 3rd John, John says, 3 For I was very glad when 

brethren came and bore witness to your truth, that is, how you are walking in truth. (The brethren 

came and shared that they were walking in truth, and he says in that same passage) 4 I have no greater 

joy than this, to hear of my children (these are spiritual children) walking in the truth. 

That’s what should bring joy as we see the work of Christ in His people, the people who He has allowed 

us to be around. We should have no greater joy when we see God working in the lives of those believers 

that He’s placed in our midst. So often we’re so joyful about the wrong things, our joy is not in Christ, it 

is not in things that He is doing. And these verses should convict us. As Paul reflected on the Philippians, 

it brought him true joy. And folks as I reflect on some of you, it brings me true joy to see what God is 

doing in your lives, to see that you’re walking in the truth. And likewise it grieves my heart when people 

are not walking in the truth. When we reflect on our great God and Savior Jesus and His true work in the 

church, not talking about a man-made work of church that we see so prevalent these days, but the work 

of the Word of God in the body of Christ making it more Christ-like, it should bring us true joy.  

I want to ask you, what brings you joy? Is it just the circumstances of life that bring you joy? Then 

something is wrong. Does the work of Christ through His Word and fellow believers bring you joy? It 

should. Are you rejoicing in His work and His people, or are grumbling at your circumstances? Later on 

Paul is going to make and give the command from the Lord do all things without complaining and 

grumbling, the first command after sharing the exaltation of Christ. When Paul remembered what God 

had done in the lives of these Philippians, it leads him to joyful thanksgiving. How about you? 

Now we’re going to see as we continue in verse 5, that this prayerful remembrance is in the context that 

they participate in the Gospel. Again back to verse 3 and we’ll read through verse 5, 
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3 I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, 4 always offering prayer (this petition 

type of prayer) with joy in my every prayer (petition) for you all, 5 in view of your 

participation in the gospel from the first day until now. [Philippians 1:3-5] 

And this word, participation, is a familiar word, koinonia. It speaks of sharing, fellowshipping, partaking, 

having something in common. And certainly this word is used throughout scripture to speak of our 

common salvation. But is that what he’s speaking of here? So what is he saying here? I think we’re going 

to see in context is that Paul is thankful, he is rejoicing because they participate ultimately in the 

furtherance of the Gospel. What a wonderful truth and it’s from the “first day until now”.  

So how did these Philippians participate in the furtherance of the Gospel from the first day till that 

present time? How did they do it? How did they share from the beginning, or from the first day he says 

here? Well do you remember what happened on the first day? When Lydia came to faith? I’ll read that 

for you in Acts 16:14, you can turn there if you like. Acts 16:14, “And a certain woman named Lydia, (for 

your believers, you’ll meet her someday in Heaven) from the city of Thyatira, a seller of purple fabrics, a 

worshiper of God, was listening; and the Lord opened her heart to respond to the things spoken by 

Paul.” That’s a huge sermon in that verse alone, that God opens the heart through those speaking the 

Word of God. And Paul was lead he saw, he didn’t choose his way, the Spirit of God led him. “And she 

and her household had been baptized, she urged us saying “If you have judged me to be faithful to the 

Lord, come into my house and stay”, and she prevailed on us.” 

From the first day, how did she participate in the Gospel? She gave Paul a place to stay, from the first 

day. Well what about the Philippian jailer? Go down a little bit farther in Acts 16:30,  

30 and after he brought them out, he said, "Sirs, what must I do to be saved?" 31 And 

they said, "Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you shall be saved, you and your household." 

(And then listen to this) 32 And they spoke the word of the Lord to him together with all 

who were in his house.  (The whole house heard the Word of the Lord) 33 And he took 

them that very hour of the night and washed their wounds, and immediately he was 

baptized, he and all his household. 34 And he brought them into his house and set food 

before them, and rejoiced greatly, having believed in God with his whole household. 

[Acts 16:30-34] 

The Philippian jailer served him by washing his wounds and feeding him. From the first day until now, 

they shared and participated in the Gospel. We see later on that they were still participating in the 

Gospel. If you turn back to Philippians now, and we’re going to turn to chapter 4. What does he mean by 

until now as a body? Philippians 4:3, and he’s dealing with the issue between the two women that we’ll 

look at Lord willing. “Indeed, true comrade, I ask you also to help these women (and now listen to what 

he says) who have shared my struggle in the cause of the gospel, together with Clement also, and the 

rest of my fellow workers, whose names are in the book of life.” These believers shared Paul’s struggle.  
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Well, how did they share his struggle? Well certainly they prayed for him, certainly they did other things, 

but we see specifically later on in chapter 4, verse 13 that they gave financially to Paul when he was in 

need. Down to verse 13,  

13 I can do all things through Him who strengthens me. 14 Nevertheless, you have done 

well to share with me in my affliction. 15 And you yourselves also know, Philippians, 

that at the first preaching of the gospel, after I departed from Macedonia, no church 

shared with me in the matter of giving and receiving but you alone; 16 for even in 

Thessalonica you sent a gift more than once for my needs. 17 Not that I seek the gift 

itself, but I seek for the profit which increases to your account. 18 But I have received 

everything in full, and have an abundance; I am amply supplied, having received from 

Epaphroditus what you have sent, a fragrant aroma, an acceptable sacrifice, well-

pleasing to God. 19 And my God shall supply all your needs according to His riches in 

glory in Christ Jesus. [Philippians 4:13-19] 

The Philippian shared in the Gospel, but they shared in physical ways from the first day giving him a 

place to stay, feeding him, taking care of him. And they shared financially later on, and they were 

sharers as we’ll see, they stood up with Paul, being Philippians, Roman citizens, a special privilege in that 

area, they stood with Paul, risking that very citizenship. The Philippians participated in the Gospel from 

the first day until now. They participated by feeding, housing, serving and giving. And folks sometimes 

we have such a warped view of ministry that we see the furtherance of the Gospel merely as the 

preaching of the Gospel, that that’s it. That is central, but God ordains how that is done through a body 

that functions properly with different parts functioning in different ways for His glory. The preaching of 

the Word is central, but there are other elements that come together for the furtherance of the Gospel, 

and they are just as important.  

Paul praises God for the work of the Philippians as they participated in the Gospel. Not everyone has a 

teaching gift, not everyone has speaking gifts, we’ve been learning in Romans, in those other passages, 

that there are serving gifts and speaking gifts, and that God uses everything as His manifold grace to 

bring Him Glory as people serve by His strength with His Words. And sometimes what you’re doing in 

Christ seems insignificant, and sometimes when our eyes are pulled off Christ to our struggles we forget 

what Christ does through us when we yield to Him. It’s not insignificant to feed somebody if God’s 

calling you to do it, to help somebody in the midst of the ministry of the Gospel. I’m not talking about 

feeding ministries; I’m talking about the body of Christ in need, where the body is functioning properly, 

taking care of those needs. Paul praises God for these Philippians, they shared in the Gospel.  

I want to ask you, are you participating in the work of the Gospel? Are you functioning properly in the 

body of Christ? If so, be encouraged. If the Lord is leading you to that spot and you can see it happening, 

praise God, be encouraged. Are you thankful for God’s work in those whom you may know? Do you pray  

for them? Do we pray for one-another? Is it simply I pray for someone’s illness when every time you 

think of them, or do you pray for their walk with Christ and give thanks for what God is doing in them? I 

have no greater joy than to see my children walking in the truth, that’s what matters. 
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How about this, if someone was to think about your life, would they come before the Lord praising God 

for His work in you? Would it bring them joy? If someone was to think about your life in Christ, would it 

bring them to their knees, joylessly because of God’s work in your life? I pray it would. Now some of you 

are new, but some of you have been here, and you are so removed from fellowship that no one can 

come to know you and no one can come to thank God for what’s happening in your life because no one 

knows you. And I would exhort you right now to confess your sin and be forgiven and press forward, 

step out in faith and serve Christ as He has gifted you, He is faithful. Are you faithfully serving and 

getting discouraged? Be encouraged your labor is not in vain. And I’ll ready this in 1 Corinthians 15 as 

Paul praises God for what Christ did, verse 56,  

56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law;  57 but thanks be to God, 

who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. (Victory in Christ over sin and 

death, that’s what it’s about) 58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, 

immovable, always abounding in (your work? No! in) the work of the Lord, knowing 

that your toil is not in vain in the Lord. [1 Corinthians 15:56-58] 

Are you serving Christ, are you a servant, or are you just doing your own thing. Jesus said why do you 

call me Lord, Lord and not do what I say? If you’re a believer you need to confess that before Him and 

say Lord, I’m sorry, I’ve been yielding my will to myself, I’m sorry. Lord, help me to yield to you 

completely, to serve you completely.  

So Paul was thankful for God’s past work in them. They shared in the Gospel, and we’re going to see 

that Paul is confident based on that and what we’ll see, that God will complete the work of salvation in 

them. Wonderful verse, we’re all probably familiar with, and if you’re not you will be if you’re a believer. 

Verse 3,  

3 I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, 4 always offering prayer with joy in my 

every prayer for you all, 5 in view of your participation in the gospel from the first day 

until now. 6 For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in 

you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus. 7 For it is only right for me to feel this 

way about you all, because I have you in my heart, since both in my imprisonment and 

in the defense and confirmation of the gospel, you all are partakers of grace with me. 8 

For God is my witness, how I long for you all with the affection of Christ Jesus. 

[Philippians 1:3-8] 

He says, verse 6, for I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will perfect 

it until the day of Christ Jesus. And now this verse begins with the perfect participial. What am I talking 

about? It literally could be translated being confident, or having been confident. And I prefer the NASB, 

but here, the NKJ and the NIV do a much better job in translating this verse, being confident. So why do I 

share that? Because when we have a participial like being confident, we need to see what it’s connected 

to grammatically and what main verb it’s connected to. And I believe it’s connected to “I thank my 
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God…being confident that this is going to happen”, he’s going to complete that work, I think that’s what 

He’s saying. I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, being confident of this very thing. 

He is fully convinced, he is absolutely sure of this very thing. What is this very thing? Namely that He 

who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus. What a wonderful, wonderful 

statement. God began a good work in them, and here he is referring to the work of salvation, and it is 

God who begins this work. How did this work begin in them? Remember he shared with Lydia the Word 

of God was shared to Lydia, and the Lord cause her heart to respond, Acts 16. We get some great insight 

into this work that has begun in 1 Thessalonians 2. And I’ll read this, it’s one of my favorite passages, 1 

Thessalonians 2:9, we’ll start with  

9 For you recall, brethren, our labor and hardship, how working night and day so as not 

to be a burden to any of you, we proclaimed to you the gospel of God… 13 And for this 

reason we also constantly thank God that when you received from us the word of 

God's message, you accepted it not as the word of men, but for what it really is, the 

word of God, which also performs its work in you who believe. [1 Thessalonians 2:9,13] 

They praised God for this work being doing by the Word of God, the Word of God brings us into a 

relationship with Christ, we are born again through the living and abiding Word of God, and God uses 

His Word to make us and bring us into the image of Christ. God spoke into existence the first creation, 

and He speaks through the Gospel His Word into existence the new creation. Therefore if anyone is in 

Christ he is a new creation, the old things have passed away, the new things have come. Salvation is a 

work of God alone. Ephesians 2:8-9, we memorized it, 8 For by grace you have been saved through 

faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; 9 not as a result of works, that no one should 

boast. God is in the process of taking back His glory which is rightfully His, and through the Gospel, when 

one receives Christ, believing in the Lord, repenting of sin, he gives God glory now. And ultimately every 

tongue will confess and every knee will bow to the glory of the Father.  

It is a work of God through the Word of God. He who began a good work, God begins it. But it’s not 

done yet, and if we look further in this passage, he says the good work is done in you. All the false 

teachers talk about the work from the outside rather than the inside. A work of the Word of God 

through Christ on the inside which changes the behavior which changes the behavior on the outside. It’s 

a good work in you, it is God who changes the life and heart, it is God who is at work in us. Work out 

your salvation with phobos and tromos, fear and trembling for it is God who is at work in you both to will 

and to work for His good pleasure. Has God begun a good work in you? Has that work started? The 

starting point of the good work of God is a response in repentance and faith in Jesus Christ, the Gospel 

as it is presented. Has God begun that work in you? It’s all His work, there’s nothing you can do, there’s 

nothing you can do to help God with this work, it is all of Christ, it is all of God. He who began a good 

work in you.  

Now just as important as the beginning of salvation is the completion of salvation, and we are in the 

middle of this, and we agonize he says, for I am confident of this very thing that He who began a good 



Philippians 1:3-8 
Preached by Greg Lundstedt at Vancouver Bible Fellowship Church on 4/29/2007 

 

11 
 

work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus. Here we have incredibly encouraging words. That 

the Lord who began this work of salvation in these Philippians and every believer in Jesus Christ, He will 

perfect it. And oh believer, it is so easy to be discouraged when we fail. I’m not talking about habitual sin 

of the person who doesn’t know Christ, but when a believer fails, when we recognize as Paul recognized 

in Romans 7:24, 24 Oh wretched man that I am! Who will set me free from the body of this death? 

When we recognize the inner man is saved and desires to do the right thing, but the body’s not saved, I 

have this flesh, this body of death, I’m not completely saved yet. Salvation is not consummated yet, yes, 

in Christ I am born again, but something still needs to be done, and he is confident that God will 

complete it. This idea of “perfect” carries the idea of completing successfully, bringing to an end, 

finishing. We have such an encouraging statement that God will complete the work, God will finish the 

job.  

Romans 7:24, 24 Oh wretched man that I am! Who will set me free from the body of this death? 
25 Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! And chapter 8 he lays forth the setting free, 

I’ll read this for you, Romans 8:16,  

16 The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God,  17 and if 

children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with 

Him in order that we may also be glorified with Him.  18 For I consider that the 

sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that is to 

be revealed to us.  19 For the anxious longing of the creation waits eagerly for the 

revealing of the sons of God. (There’s something still to be done)  20 For the creation 

was subjected to futility, not of its own will, but because of Him who subjected it, in 

hope  21 that the creation itself also will be set free from its slavery to corruption into 

the freedom of the glory of the children of God.  22 For we know that the whole 

creation groans and suffers the pains of childbirth together until now.  23 And not only 

this, but also we ourselves, having the first fruits of the Spirit, (that’s the inner man 

redeemed, receiving the Spirit of God as a pledge) even we ourselves groan within 

ourselves, waiting eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our body. (The 

job completed)  24 For in hope we have been saved, but hope that is seen is not hope; 

for why does one also hope for what he sees?  25 But if we hope for what we do not 

see, with perseverance we wait eagerly for it. [Romans 8:16-25] 

He who began a good work in you will complete it. And we get discouraged because of the battle and 

the fight we’re in now, and Paul was confident of this very thing. Now this leads to the question, when is 

He going to complete this work, when does He complete it? He says here, till the day of Christ Jesus, in 

the end of verse 6. That leads to the question, what is the day of Christ Jesus? Three times in Philippians 

he uses this term the day of Christ Jesus. And three times in other passages in scripture, in 1 and 2 

Corinthians he uses the day of our Lord Jesus Christ, or Lord Jesus. And I think the first and most 

important thing to recognize about this is He’s not speaking of the day of the Lord. Old Testament which 

we saw throughout Ezekiel we saw in the Old Testament; in the New Testament we see in 1 

Thessalonians 5 and 2 Thessalonians we see that, it’s the day of Christ Jesus verses the day of the Lord 
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which is God’s eschatological or end time judgment upon the world in which He brings a tribulation 

beyond what any have seen, and through that tribulation he pours out His judgment on the nations 

bringing salvation of His people the Jews. That’s now what he’s talking about, this is for the church, the 

day of Christ Jesus. What is that? I believe the day of Christ Jesus is the day when Christ comes for His 

bride, His church. When the church is taken to be with the Lord. 

 1 Thessalonians 4, you have the day of Christ in 1 Thessalonians 4 and the day of the Lord in 1 

Thessalonians 5. Let’s look at some passages quickly that reveal this truth. 1 Thessalonians 4 and I’ll read 

this to you, verse 13,  

13 But we do not want you to be uninformed, brethren, about those who are asleep, 

(hey, there’s people who have died, what’s happened to them, they’re believers?) that 

you may not grieve, as do the rest who have no hope.  14 For if we believe that Jesus 

died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep 

(those are the souls of those who have died) in Jesus.  15 For this we say to you by the 

word of the Lord, that we who are alive, and remain until the coming of the Lord, shall 

not precede those who have fallen asleep.  16 For the Lord Himself will descend from 

heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trumpet of God; 

and the dead in Christ shall rise first.  17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be 

caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and thus we 

shall always be with the Lord.  18 Therefore comfort one another with these words. [1 

Thessalonians 4:13-18] 

We have 1 Corinthians 15:51,  

51 Behold, I tell you a mystery; we shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed,  52 in 

a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, 

and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed.  53 For this 

perishable must put on the imperishable, and this mortal must put on immortality. [1 

Corinthians 15:51-53] 

Jesus spoke that He went to prepare a place for us that where He is we would be with Him. It’s 

not His second coming to earth where He plants His feet on the Mount of Olives, it is a time 

before that when He comes for His bride. John 14:1,  

1 Let not your heart be troubled; (He tells the disciples) believe in God, believe also in 

Me.  2 In My Father's house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, I would have 

told you; for I go to prepare a place for you.  3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I 

will come again, and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also. 

[John 14:1-3]] 
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It mirrors the Jewish wedding feast where the husband prepares a place and comes for the bride. I 

believe the day of Christ Jesus is what we see happening when He brings His bride and changes us, when 

the job of salvation is complete, when we see Him face to face.  

1st John 3:2, “Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we shall be. We 

know that, when He appears, we shall be like Him, because we shall see Him just as He is.” He who 

began a good work in you will complete it, it’s going to happen. These bodies of death that we struggle 

with will be redeemed, the redemption of our bodies, we will be completely redeemed, salvation will be 

complete. What a wonderful, wonderful truth. Romans 8:29,  

29 For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of 

His Son, that He might be the first-born among many brethren; 30 and whom He 

predestined, these He also called; and whom He called, these He also justified; and 

whom He justified, these He also glorified. 31 What then shall we say to these things? If 

God is for us, who is against us? [Romans 8:29-31] 

 God will complete the work.  

Now unfortunately in this era which probably happened in every era of time, I need to give one caveat 

to this wonderful truth because there are those within the body of Christ who use this verse to justify 

habitual sin. Yes He’s going to complete it, He’s going to complete the job so it doesn’t matter how I live, 

because He will complete it, it’s going to happen no matter what. And folks this is a warped view on the 

same level as the statement Paul makes in Romans 6, shall we continue to sin that grace should 

abound? May it never be! May this never be the way you think. How shall he who died to sin still live in 

it? 

The fact that Christ will complete the work that He has begun is not a statement to give us free reign to 

sin. Yes our salvation will be complete but our actions in Christ in this life will be judged, and our actions 

will be judged. As a believer there is a judgment seat of Christ, not for sin, there’s not condemnation, as 

far as the east is from the west. But clearly scripture reveals that the believer, that what we do now in 

Christ does make an eternal difference. 2 Corinthians 5:9-11,  

9 Therefore also we have as our ambition, whether at home or absent, (that’s speaking 

of being absent from the body, present with the Lord) to be pleasing to Him.  10 For we 

must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may be 

recompensed for his deeds in the body, according to what he has done, whether good 

or bad.  11 Therefore knowing the fear of the Lord, we persuade men. [2 Corinthians 

5:9-11] 

 There is a judgment seat of Christ. If you’re not abiding in Christ, His Word abiding in you and trusting in 

Him, you can do all you want and do as much church work and evangelism, or whatever it is, it is 

worthless apart from Christ.  
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1 Corinthians 3:10 Paul shares,  

10 According to the grace of God which was given to me, as a wise master builder I laid 

a foundation, (speaking of the Word, the foundation of the church built on the apostles 

and profits) and another is building upon it. But let each man (that’s every believer) be 

careful how he builds upon it.  11 For no man can lay a foundation other than the one 

which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.  12 Now if any man builds upon the foundation with 

gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw,  13 each man's work will become 

evident; for the day will show it, (the day of Christ Jesus) because it is to be revealed 

with fire; and the fire itself will test the quality of each man's work.  14 If any man's 

work which he has built upon it remains, he shall receive a reward.  15 If any man's 

work is burned up, he shall suffer loss; but he himself shall be saved, yet so as through 

fire. [1 Corinthians 3:10-15] 

Folks that is eternal loss for a believer, or eternal gain. It’s important, yes, just because Christ will 

complete it doesn’t mean we do what we want in this life. Don’t let anyone ever share that verse in that 

context to you. What God is doing, He’s doing now also, it is not saved and then eternity, it is a process 

now. He justified us, He’s sanctifying us, and He will glorify us. But what a wonderful encouragement as 

we struggle that God will complete this work. We will not be like this forever, the struggle’s not going to 

be long brother and sister, don’t get caught up in the struggle. He who began a good work will complete 

it. What encouragement.  

Now why could Paul be so confident about this body of Philippians, why could he share this incredible 

truth? Verse 7, “For it is only right for me to feel this way about you all, because I have you in my heart, 

since both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel, you all are partakers 

of grace with me.” Paul says it’s only right for him to feel this way in his heart because he has them in his 

heart. Now is that the reason why Paul is assured they’re going to complete it, because he has a good 

feeling about the Philippians? Is that the only thing? I have a good feeling about it, love is in my heart, 

that’s why I know God’s going to complete the work. He qualifies this statement, he says, “…I have you 

in my heart, since both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel, you all 

are partakers of grace with me.” The Philippians participated, they shared in his imprisonment, they 

stood up in the defense and confirmation of the Gospel which ultimately at this time would be risking 

their Roman citizenship, and risking their lives to stand up for Paul, and they did. And the defense and 

confirmation of the Gospel. You all are partakers, or sharers with, co-sharers with of grace with me. 

The Philippian church stood with Paul, they stood with him in his imprisonment, they stood with him in 

the defense and confirmation of the Gospel. This is an evidence that they are co-sharers of the grace of 

God. And with that Paul confirms in verse 8 his godly affection for them. Verse 8, 8 For God is my 

witness, how I long for you all with the affection of Christ Jesus. Oh brothers and sisters I wish we 

longed for one another that way in Christ, to have fellowship with one another, to serve one another. 

Paul had a tremendous affection for these believers because they served Christ. They were partakers of 

grace with Paul, verse 7. They participated in the Gospel with Paul, verse 5. They did not share in some 
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ministry filling the pews with numbers, they didn’t share in some Christian organization, they didn’t 

share in a financial endeavor for Christ, they didn’t share in a man-made ministry exalting the apostle 

Paul, they shared in the sufferings of Paul for the Gospel. And how he longs for them with the affection 

of Christ.  

What a wonderful view into the heart of Paul. And we see this is the affection of Christ Jesus, it is the 

heart of our Lord who loves His church, who gave Himself for her. What an encouraging portion of 

scripture. We’ve seen Paul thankful, rejoicing with joy, petitioning God on behalf of these Philippians 

every time He is brought to remembrance of them. And how about you? When you remember a brother 

or sister, what do you do? Do you praise God for them, do you petition Him on their behalf, does it bring 

you to thankful joy for God’s work in their lives? What if someone was to think of you, would they be 

joyful or would they be grieved concerning your walk with Christ? 

We’ve seen today that Paul shared God’s past work in them and that Paul was confident that God would 

complete that work in them as evidence by them sharing in the grace of God in the ministry of the 

Gospel. I want to ask you, are you discouraged? Does your joy come from circumstances or from your 

relationship with Christ? Believer, God has begun a good work in you and He will complete it, yield 

yourself to Him, trust Him, let Him work through you His Word and His Spirit. Allow Him to complete 

that work. What is your prayer life like? Again, is it just a litany of requests, God do this, God do that, or 

does the thought of other believers God has placed in your life bring you to rejoice in thankfulness for 

them? Do you petition God on behalf of the body here? Do you petition God on behalf of the believers 

He has brought into your life, or are you focused on your own stuff? How can we find encouragement, 

we need to remember God is at work, He began that good work and He will complete it.  

 
Prayer 
 
Father, thank You for this wonderful promise, this wonderful truth. Father, it is a good work, You 

proclaimed your first creation very good, and your new creation in Christ is a good work. We praise You 

that You chose us before the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before You in love. 

Father, may we set our mind on the things above, not the things of earth. When we think of other 

believers may we be thinking of the things of You in their lives, may we be petitioning You on their 

behalf in their walk with You. May we be focused on the fact that You will complete this work and we 

will rejoice eternally when You bring that about. Father You said in Your Word that if Christ is for this 

world only we are of most men to be pitied. Father, may we see our walk with You in the context of the 

wonderful truth that You are going to complete this salvation. May we be encouraged. Thank You for 

Your Word in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
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